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There was a serious bluefish blitz the last week of April with big fish hitting everywhere from Assateague Island up to
| the Delaware Bay! They were also in the Ocean City Bays. Ivanna Harshman went to Stinky Beach to try her luck and p-g
 connected with this 30.5” gator bluefish that hit on a 'z oz. jig head tipped with white Gulp. It put up guite a fight and |5
was estimated at 14 lbs. She was joined on the outing by Mary Harshman.
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There was a lot of action in the surf this spring with a great mix of bluefish, drum and stripers b1t1ng off the beach. Mildred Ritter caught this 44”
rock off of Assteague Beach in early April using sand fleas.
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“ATLANTIC E
TACKLE B

There's a reason we're the largest tackle shop in the Mid-Atlantic. Our aisles are stocked
with rods, reels, lures, tackle, and apparel and we cater to the diverse needs of anglers,
whether they're seasoned veterans or newcomers to the sport. Our staff are avid anglers
and ready to provide expert advice towards the perfect purchase for your needs.

Visit us at the store or shop online at www.AtlanticTackle.com

12930 Sunset-Avenue | WeSt OceanCity,Maryland.J.410.213.0421
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Jeff Weeks and Dave Weller took advantage of a break in the weather on
a Saturday in late April to get on some fish! They caught 3 bluefish mid
morning with the largest at 321/8” as well as 3 blackfish while working the
Inlet and Rt. 50 Bridge.

Radiologic Technology to the Mid-Atlantic since 1987

DIGITAL X-RAY SYSTEMS
SURGICAL C-ARM SUITES

ined and

ield Engineers

and urgent care Digital X-Ray, PACS, C-Arms, MRI, CT
@ and other diagnostic imaging modalities

NS 800.333.5643
57 . CHESAPEAKEMED.COM

www.coastalfisherman.net
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Flounder catching legend Danny Cox of West Ocean City kicke

off his 2024 flat fish season with this 18 incher caught in mid April.
He fooled this one in the Thorofare using a combo of minnow and

Gulp.
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share Your
CATGH WITH US!

The 2024 fishing season is here and we are excited to capture the
moments in the COASTAL FISHERMAN! Whether it's surf fishing, @
private boat or charter service, send us your catch for us to review.

ALWAYS send your fish catch photos ot

> _ ACTUALSIZE

INCLUDE IN THE EMAIL:
* Angler’s full name and town
* Names & towns of others in photo
Cancel | * Weight and/or length of fish
* Bait & Lure used

Please do not compress the fh";?bﬁa';rde « Location of catch
do not mnltthrﬂugh aﬁ?pho 0S i * Name of boat, if any

Email or text to:
coastalfisherman@comcast.net

——— - =
Use your phone to scan this code to assist you!
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It is another cool and breezy
day as I write this report
on the last days of April! It
seems the winds have been
blowing all spring without
much of a break until mid
April.  Fortunately for us,
many of our hardy fisherman
headed out or took advantage
of the few fishable days to
get on the water and share
their action with us. The last
several weeks have also seen
a pick up in black drum from
the beach and a bluefish blitz!
Check out the details in our
fishing reports from Capt. BJ
Pietryak and Capt. Matt Abell.

So welcome faithful readers
to our 2024 Summer season
of the Coastal Fisherman, our
49th season! In addition to
our returning fishing report
captains, we are fortunate
to have our Mark Sampson
returning. After many years
of writing “Chum Lines”,

take a

Mark wanted to
different approach this year.

Observations with humor
and edginess will be the
theme of the new “Snarky
Lines”. I think you will enjoy
the irreverent stories about
fishing, lifeand justbeing! Our
resident expert Capt. Steve
Katz also returns offering
insights and details about the
boating industry, regulatory
issues and operation issues.
The man gets into the details.
We are lucky to have both.

While the canyons remain in
the high 40°s, several of the
early season regulars have
made some runs or tries.
Capt. Tommy Perry ran out
past the Norfolk Canyon in
mid April to test a warmish
eddy on his new boat and
enjoyed a nice ride! It also
looks like other former first
fish captains like Jim Barbey
on the “Full Service” and

West Ocean City

410.213. 0173

bankofoceancity.com

Branch

FDIC &

Zack Brunner on the “Hot
Line” have been trying to
get out. The current forecast
looks like the wind may lay
down for the weekend, but
it is still early. Last year saw
a lot of first tunas in the first
week of May, marlins did not
arrive until June.

So, in absence of offshore
action to report, I thought
I could share some of the
happenings that occurred
over the winter to help our
offshore anglers for the
season.

Marina’s on the Move

Owning and operating a
marina is not for the faint
of heart. These are capital
intensive businesses with
Cap Rates lower than some
other business type due to
the ongoing infrastructure
cost. They are sometimes
compared to a “U-Store-It”
type of company since you
are basically storing a boat in
a slot. However, your local
storage facility is not typically
subject to tidal conditions and
wave action, not to mention
the regulatory considerations.
Marinas have fuel, pump out
facilities and maintenance
services that are subject to
an ever increasing amount of
oversight. So we have a great
appreciation for facilities like
Sunset Marina, Indian River
Marina, OC Fishing Center,
Bahia Marina and South Shore
Marina for the level of service
they provide.

A couple of these made some
notable improvements over

www.coastalfisherman.net

Flsherman s Marma s New Bulkhead
Location
the winter. The Sunset Marina
acquired Fisherman’s Marina
in West Ocean City in 2023 and
has been greatly enhancing
and improving the facility.
Notably they are working
to restore the bulkhead to
its original position.  As
the bulkheads needed
maintenance or replacement,
the prior owners would just
build a new bulkhead in front
of the old. Over the years

Fisherman’s Marina’s New Docks

that moved the seawall out 4’
to 6’. That is significant and
you can see from the pictures
the impact of putting them
back where they should be!
Additionally, there are all new
docks, electrical and services,
as well as landscaping and
lighting. Nice job Sunset!

LARRY BUDD « Editor & Publisher
CHRISTINE BUDD » Vice President
TOM JOCK « Graphic Artist
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South Shore Marina’s new inlet on the
west side of the marina. Note the old north
entrance closed off in the right of the image.

Up north the South Shore
Marina completed a major
project, they moved the
marina inlet. The historical
entrance on the North side
had a history of silting in

quite quickly. After changing
hands a few years ago, the
new owners committed to not
only enhancing the facility
but moving the entrance to
the West side for improved
access and navigation.

New to you Boat Blitz

This offseason saw a
surprising number of notable
boat sales and upgrades. The
charter boat “Wrecker” made
a move to a 57° Blackwell
and did a major refit over the
winter. The new boat is faster
and has a bigger cockpit and
will remain at the Ocean City
Fishing Center. Capt. Dale
Lisi made a big upgrade! He
moved from his legendary
36 footer to a new ‘Foolish
Pleasure” charter boat, a 50’

May 1, 2024 Coastal Fisherman Page 7

Custom Carolina! He too has
spent the winter enhancing
this platform. You can find his
new ride at the Bahia Marina.

Some names you know left
the area. The “Blood Money”
headed to a new port down
South. The “Primary Search”
headed south too, but a new
and larger one will take up
the moniker.

Of course, no boat update
would be complete without a
shout out to Duffie Boatworks
and their latest hull. The
new 79 foot “Reel Joy” has
moved from their facility
to Sunset Marina for final
rigging before sea trials. The
tower has been added and the
wheels mounted, so it won't

be long before she is in the
water. Beautiful boat! We
hear the 59" “Boys Toy” is not
tar behind.

That’s it for now. Please
keep sharing your catches by
texting or emailing:

CoastalFisherman@comcast.
net §

Upcoming
Tournaments

* The Capt. Zed’s Spring
Flounder Tournament
in Watchapreque runs
through May 5th.

* Old Inlet Bait & Tackle
hosts the  Delaware
Seashore Spring Surf
Fishing Tournament on
May 6th. This event offers
over $2,000 in cash and
prizes. Visit OldInlet.com
for more.

e The Lewes Harbour
Marinawill holdit’s Canal
Flounder Tournament on
May 17th. For more info
check Facebook or call
(302) 645-6227.

ﬂlugua 'qfh—Q'h 20%
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whitemarlinopen.com
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OVER $408,000

AWARDED IN SMALL BOAT
LEVELS LAST YEAR!

i®cea nﬁyﬂib

T
WHITE MARLIN OPEN « PO BOX 737 OCEAN CITY,

(102899229 Fax 410289-4490
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MICHAELD | REELIN & ROCKIN LEAD FARMER ELIZABETH ANN

53' John Yank 52 Hatteras 50" Bertram Sportfish 48' Viking Express
Capt. Bruce Coffiey 302-593-9372 Capt. Lyon Ellison Capt. Lloyd Behney Capt. Tom Healy
Capt. Gary Martosella 215-681-5864 443-454-5966 302-841-2020 703-919-0228

Michaeldfishing@aol.com

" JADE Il

"CAPT. IKE Il

40" Custom Carolina Express 40° Jersey Cape a0 Uniflite 40" Cecil Robbins Long Cabin
Capt. Dave Collins Capt. Butch Brooks Capt. Rodney Meyers Capt. Brian Marks
443-497-3232 302-218-2776 302-462-6135 804-654-1626

captikeiicharters.com JADEIl.com riversrun.net

ROOSTER

RUSTY REEL BETSEYANN WAR HORSE

‘ 35’ Cobia 35" Caralina Classic Express 33’ World Cat
36’ Topaz Sportfish Capt. Richard Parrett Capt. Damian Fuscellzm Capt. Kevin Denison
Capt. Steve McGeehan 302-381-8535 ' 302.299.0667 Mate: Jefferson Fort
& 302-235-8981

717-476-4035 rockhardsportfishing.com

&gkl

MAKAI GALE FORCE CHARTERS
28’ Sportsman 282 27" Maycraft 23’ Sea Cat 1/2 Day Fishing
Capt. Larry Coyle Capt. Aaron Hurd Capt. Mike Baiocco 877-613-6022 or 302-226-2214
302-463-3778 2-245-20934 484-843-3432 fishjudyv.com

fishgaleforce.com

SWANVINEES ot v : DESTATEPARKS.COM  302-227-3071
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FuII Service Facility

294 Wet and Transient Slips « Working Boat Yard « Slipholder Amenities

Indoor/Outdoor Dry Storage « Gas/Diesel Sales « Bait & Tackle

Monitoring Channels 16 & 9 « 12 Waterfront Cottages & Camping

Waterfront Dining / Boat Bar » Universal Electric Car Charging Station

POLE DANCER BILL SLAYER NO LIMIT WAVE DANCER

48" Viking 47" Cabo Convertible 45' Young Brothers 41" John Morgan Sportfish
Capt. Mike Martino Capt. Chris Ragni Capt. Jon Azato Capts. Steven, William
302-507-6582 302-531-6031 302-345-0545 & Michael Matarese
billslayersportfishing.com Bluerunnerfishingcom 302-275-4488

. = : .'..-"-1--._..--_.1_ —— - - - ,
MISS ENE 111 PRIME HOOK UNDAUNTED HOOKED UP
37’ Stapleton 37" Sunny Briggs 37" Topaz Express 3% Lukirs Convertible
Capt. Ed Wagner Capt. Hank Draper Capt. Beau Fibelkorn Capt. Brian Ludwig
302-335-38649 410-603-4131 302-381-1113 AT0-084-6441
primehooksportfishing.com skipjacksportfishinginc.com
BOAT PHOTO e ‘
Comi ng on -

SPORTY MISS DONNA ACTION JACKSON  CRABCLAWADVENTURES
33' Imemsa Panga 29" Aquasport SPORTFlSHIHG 28' Carolina Skiff
Capt. Dan lacangelo Capt. Joe Noble 28’ Henriques Pilothouse Express Capt. Natalie O'Neill
854-287-1749 302-740-3731 Capt. Christopher Keller AN2-260-4347

missdonnasportfishing.com 302-236-9746

KiDS CATCH-ALL

TOURNAMENT

OPENTOALL YOUTH ANGLERS AGES 3-18

58’ HEADBOﬂ\T
Full Day Fishing

877-613-6022 - 7
302- 22? 9507
or 302-226-2214 flydewey.com

Delaware Seashore State Park - 39415 Inlet Road Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 RS AR IV
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Capt. Richard Harpel out of Lewes, DE was early to the perch run this === SHEEEE o B - S
year. He set out in early March on the Broadkill River and landed a big Bluefish off the beach were hot and heavy in late April. David
stringer of the tasty fish using bloodworms on a top & bottom perch rig Matthews caught this chopper blue in the suds just south of the Indian

set up with red beads and a 1 oz. sinker. River Inlet Bridge.

2024

ELACK SEA BASS BLUEFISH BLACK DRUM COBIA
13 m':‘"imu? fsﬁ Pmrsat;nfday 8" minimum 5 el 40" minimum
ay 15 - Septe r 3 per person/day or 1 per person/day &/15-9/15
October 10 - December 31 5 per person/day Charter Hipecgmtaniey up-to S e boatidey Boat limit 2 for up to 2 anglers

RED DRUM SPECKLED TROUT
EF 3‘:&55 18-27" minimum SHEEPSHEAD 14" minimum
25 per person/day 1 por person/day 4 per person/day 4 per person/day

STRIPED BASS SUMMER FLOUNDER

28-1 WEAKFISH
ol 16" minimum 16" minimum 13" minimum
Less than 3 miles from shore 4 per person/day 4 per person/day 1/1-5/15 1 per person/day
d day 1/1-5/31 - 16" 2 per person/day 7/1 - 10/31
&1 -12/31-17.5" 4 per person/day 11/1-12/31

eregulations.com
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THIS IS

YOUR LAST
CHANCE:?

Purchase a boat slip in South Shore
Marina before it’s too late!

L=

IMMEDIATE
ACCESS
TO THE

ATLANTIC

SECURE
GATED 4 7
| coMMuUNITY 7

LIMITED
INVENTORY

Make Indian River Bay your boat’s new home and enjoy the benefits of a conveniently-located, secure,
private facility. With our new deep-water entrance, come and go without dependence on tides, save time

with immediate access to the ocean and the best fishing, no more waitlists, and slip values are on the rise.

For more information, contact South Shore

//%j}& Marina at SouthShoreMarinaDE@gmail.com or

SOUTH SHORE MARINA WHE5)019-2302

A DOCEOMINIUM COMMUNITY www.SouthShoreMarina-IR.com
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Spring is upon us and many
anglers anxiously await the
beginning of a new season
of fishing in Ocean City.
As the spring wears on and
water temperatures rise,
the fish begin to arrive into
our home waters. The first
ones are the black drum
along with the stripers
and bluefish. After these
arrivals it won’t be long
before the flounder start to
call the back bays home for
the summer.

Back Bays & Inlet

Thebackbaysof Assawoman
Bay have been slow to start
due to the colder weather
but have begun to come
alive in past weeks. The first
flounder of the year was
caught by Paul Musser. The
keeper 17.5” fish was caught
in the Thorofare in a water
depth of 17 ft. and water
temp of 52.5 degrees. The
fish fell for a Deadly Double
in chartreuse with a white
Gulp bait trailer. Good job
Paul! Lenny Gilliar got in on
the slow fluke bite bringing
home a nice 18” fish he
caught on squid. “Lucky
Break Charters” went out
on a cold day on the bay, but

ADVANCED MARINA.,

ROBALQO

they did manage to catch
their clients a nice 18 inch
fluke along with a % bushel
of crabs. The crew including
some young kids even got
to feed a few pelicans on
the way in. “Unreal” was
fishing the north end of
the Thorofare and caught
6 keeper fluke. The fish
were caught on Squidnation
Ottertail baits and mantis
shrimp.

Keeper tog are showing
up along the bulkheads in
Ocean City along with the
flounder. Kevin McNelis
got a nice keeper as well as
around 30 throwbacks from
the rocks near Martha’s
Landing. The area between
Martha’s Landing and the
inlet has also been the home
of some big bluefish along
with a few smaller rockfish.
Swimbaits along with cut
mullet chunks have been the
key to catching these fish.
Many anglers are using the
larger swim baits, such as
the Roy Rigs, first to attract
the fish, and if no bites
are made then switching
to chunk mullet on a fish
finder rig. Brian Reynolds
snuck out for a couple
hours on Tuesday and got

13 stripers on his 5’9" ultra
light Penn rod with 5 Ib
braid. That had to be a great
tight on such a light rod.
Seth Price pulled some big
gator bluefish from the inlet
landing 7 fish with 3 of them
being over 30”. Seth also
scored a few small schoolie
stripers. Craig “Bird”
Cropper said the weather
was too gorgeous not to fish
and headed off to the bridge
to pull in some bluefish and
a few small rockfish . Any
guess what he caught them
on? The Inlet also gave up
the first speckled trout to
Dillon Scoop. It was caught
on a Deadly Duo with a
Gulp trailer.

Surf Fishing

Assateague Island has been
its productive self this early
spring with big rockfish
and huge slammer blues.
The black drum have begun
to show up and should
only get stronger in the
upcoming weeks. Charlene
Moore pulled in a nice size
black drum, snapped a few
pictures and released it to
swim free off the northern
end of the island. Chris
Linton was rewarded with

CHRARPARRAL
Outboards &1/0’s

www.coastalfisherman.net

his first drum of the year
while fishing near the
Virginia line. He reported
despite cold weather and
rough surf, the fish was
caught for a great photo for
himandhisson. Chris Taylor
was out on Wednesday and
pulled in a nice 28” black
caught on fresh clam. Chris
was our reported first black
drum of the year. Great
job Chris! Fred Berfel was
happy to find the drum
right where they were last
year and invited a nice 30”
fish to come home with
him for dinner. George
Guthridge pulled in a drum
late Wednesday afternoon.
Jim Bianco of Seaford, DE
pulled a big slob of a black
drum while fishing the
surf. It was weighed in at
Steve’s Bait and Tackle.
Vance Atkins was not going
to let everyone else have
all the fun, hooking a nice
eating size black in the surf
using sand fleas and Fish
Bites. David Moore found a
38” rockfish willing to bite
his line on Friday. I heard
reports of birds diving out
front of both Ocean City as
well as Assateague Island.
Hopefully more stripers
will begin to move into our
region in the coming days.
Jeremy  Ambro  Savage
found a couple of blues in
the surf last week. The fish
were caught on a mullet rig.
Ben Witmer also got a few

(4

ROBALQO

Robalo & Chaparral Boat Sales * Marine Repairs * Certified Technicians * In/Out Rack Storage Facility - Dockage & Gas
Boat & Trailer Storage « Boat Rentals * Boat Hauling ¢ Indoor & Outdoor Winter Storage * Dometic & Vacuflush Dealer

66th St. - Ocean City

www.advancedmarina.com

410-723-2124
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blues and sharks on mullet
rigs while fishing the beach.
Abe Lin said the blues hit
everything he threw at them,
but bit best on mullet rigs.
He did say a 10 oz. weight
was needed to keep the lures
anchored to the bottom.
Abe stated the day before he
had been skunked, so it was
nice to have redemption the
next day. Kevin Zissimos
didn’t find any drum on
the beach but did manage
a 19” flounder. Not a bad
by-catch fish if you ask
me! Brian Lilly had a great
day on the beach catching
two big black drum within
the first 20 minutes on the
beach. Tristan Archer used
Fish Bites and sand fleas to
pull his big drum from the
surf. Tanner Wazzog was
on a hot streak, pulling a
38" striper, a 32" striper and
a 32” black drum from the
Assateague Island beach.

Nearshore Wrecks
& Reefs

The tog fishing on the
wrecks off Ocean City has
been consistent but a little
slow, but when fish are
found they are usually big
ones.

“Chasing Tides” hit the
wrecks last week scoring
some fat tog up to 20
pounds. Fresh whiteleggers
and clams did the trick.
Chris Meister got his first
keeper tog of the year on
green crab. Paul Reyburn
used his custom JPR rod to
catch a huge tog off ocean
structure. “Double Trouble
Charters” stated they had
4 productive days on the
water with fish up to 17 lbs.
as well as several smaller
ones to bring home for
dinner. All the double digit
fish were full of eggs and
released safely back into the
water. May 15 will begin
seabass season for the year,
so until then we should see
anglers targeting the big
tog while prospecting the
wrecks for black sea bass.

Until next week,
Tight lines and fins up §
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OVERA0)000ITEMS{oN0URWEBSITE!

FRESH & FROZEN BAIT
Rods - Reels - Combos . Rigs - Jigs - Weights - Hooks

We've got the Good Stuff to start your Fishing Adventure!

FULL SELECTION OF
FLOUBQ%IMEILH!%ﬁ,’,SUPPLIES

}};j Tk

LIVE MINNOWS SQUID SHINERS . GULP!

( BERKLEY - SEA STRIKER RIGS » AQUA-CLEAR RIGS ) ‘

SPRO BUCKTAILS « TSUNAMI GLASS MINNOWS

Rockfish & Bluefish Tackle including
LUNKER CITY - RIPTIDE - Z-MAN

Ocean City 410.213.2840
Annapolis 838,810.7283

N

Annapolis Store
2062 Somerville Rd.
Annapolis, MD 21401

Ocean {:ltz,.lr Sture
12826 B Ocean Gtwy
West OC, MD 21842
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Reports of a flrst fish caught for the season are always exciting and are seen as a harbinger for the season to come. Angler Curt Reuter of Harbeson,

DE set the record for Delaware landing the first keep flounder from the Lewes Canal on April 11th. He was actually fishing for stripers using swim
baits when he caught the 17” flatfish. Pictured and measured at Lewes Harbour Marina.

BAIT TM:KI.E . F“El. : MAHINE SUPPUES e __18“‘ nnuu! OC Marlin Club

| i et
| T

From 7:30AM to 11: OGAM atthe |
A OC MARLIN CLUB PARKING LOT

= LARGE SELECTION OF TACKLE
LEWES HARBOUR MARINA — LVESFROZENBATS — ‘_

. Flshlnﬂ (‘E Boatlnq "'v':.. Suuppbes = Gars & Dirsel Fuel « Fish Cieariny

wetll = Foul Weather Geor « Tral Pol

OUTFITTERS [

S Rodsg Reels Boahng Accessories
gy Tuckle 0 Nuutlcul ftems;& More! Ly

WERE l]PEI'I Tl] THE PUBI.IIZ:I |

LewesHarbourMarina.com = 217 Anglers Road , Lewes, DE - 302.6456227
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
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== | MOBILE SERVICE UNITS
".Eéi_; Servicing Ocean City Marinas & Indian River Marinas

- g rg

« GARMIN lmhnmad Dealer

« GARMIN Certified Installer

» Yamaha Helm Master Certified

« Optimus 360 Certified Rt113BoatSales.net

MVA Licensed

VEHICLE TAG & TITLE

Trader Lee's Village » 9935 Stephen Decatur Hwy. #15, 0OCMD 21842
\ A / MAINE TRAILER TAGS
L yeare MD & DE BOAT REGISTRATIONS
m“umf Jody Palmisano 410.629.5600 Fax: 443.664.8599
&FWQ-E Wednesday 9-5 -

Certified Marine Installer

/Mmf GTECHNIQ

SMART SURFACE SCIENCE

- Specializing in Ceramic Coating
- Marine & Auto Detailing
- Winterization / Shrink Wrap

firststatemarineservice.com
delmarineservice@gmail.com 302-362-8474

— :
STATE

MARINE SERVICE

W LU 2 LU BN @D ELITEDEALER » SONAR« RADAR = SOUNDERS = MFD & MORE
SALES, SERVICE & TROUBLESHOOTING  serving mEoc FISHING COMMUNITY FOR OVER 2T YEARS!

aBvc l'tEVEl' 7

CEATIFIED 'm*'

= Marine Electronics

» Furuno, Garmin, Simrad
« Lighting

= AC/DC Powar

= Entertainment Systems

= Comosion Surveys

= Seakeaper

= Watermakers

= Refrigeration / lce - Dometic
= Air Conditioning - Dometic

CAPT. STEVE KATZ

Certified Marine Technician

410-231-3191 canortext e StevesMarineService.com

Advertise

Here
410-213-2200

(.. YANMAR

“On Call” for Tournament Fishing Season!

410-255-5818

l"lD S

MARYLAND + DELAWARE + \'IRGIHIA

Email: hildsmarine1@verizon.net s« hildsmarineservice.com

MID-ATLANTIC =
FULL-SERVICE YACHT DEALER 28

5"5’ Wi

SEADFOX

« DISASSEMBLY,REMOVAL OF OLD LUBRICANTS & CONTAMINATES
+ INSPECTION OF INTERNAL & EXTERNAL COMPONENTS

~ATLANTIC

A L [
TACKLE

SHIMANO  &j

OFFICIAL REEL REPAIR CENTER

CALL 410.213.0421 ABOUT REEL REPAIR SERVICES!

Oceana RBoatworks

= ENGIME SERVICE & REPAIR

= SODA BLASTING / BOTTOM PAINTING
= CUSTOM WOODWORKING

= WINTERIZATION & SHRINK WRAPPING
« BOAT STORAGE « WELDING & TRAILER REPAIR

"Factory Trained & Certified on All Major Brand Outboard Engines”

410.835.8266 oceanaboatworks@hotmail.com

= AWLGRIP / IMRON PAINTING

« FIBERGLASS / GEL COAT REPAIR
« WASHING / WAXING

= BOAT HAULING

Advertise

Here
410-213-2200
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Madison Myers checked in with Henlopen Bait & Tackle to share this picture after landing a big bluefish from the beach in Cape Henlopen State
Park in late April. She was pretty far north as you can see the Harbor of Refuge Lighthouse in the top left.

“HFYELAWARE REGULATIONS

&\ STATE WATERS ONLY

| B S
BLACK SEA BASS BLUEFISH BLACK DRUM COBIA
13" minimum / 15 per person/day Mo minimum size 15" minimum 37" Minimum #= 1 per person or vessel
May 15 - September 30 3 per day / 5 per day Charter 3 per parson/day

October 10 - December 31
e

CROAKER RED DRUM
8" Minimum * No Limit 20-27" minimum SHEEPSHEAD EPEEEEL:EanGUT
5 per person/day Mo limit Mo creel limit

e ——— k.
STRIPED BASS S 4
28-31" except 20-25" only from PRI = -
7/1 - 8/31 in DE Bay SUMMER FLOUNDER TAUTOG WEAKFISH
1 per person/day 16" minimum 16" minimum 13" minimum
Catch & Release only from 4 per parmru'd:y 4 per person/day 1/1 - 5/15 1 per person/day
41 - 5/31 on Spawning Grounds 1/1-5/31-16 4 per personfday 7/1-12/31

&M -12/31 - 17.5" eregulations.com
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Angler Brlan Reynolds of Berlin, MD has had a busy 2024. He started
the year catching the 1st keeper rockfish of the season in January and has
now moved to the sands of Assateague. He caught this 32.5” bluefish
on a high/low rig using mullet.

We are guessing this flounder did not see Paul Messer, ]r. coming up the
Thorofare in his ‘flounder” camo! That was a good thing as this was the
1st keeper flounder caught for 2024 on April 8th. Paul measured 52.5°
water and used a Deadly Double with white Gulp to fool this 17.5” fattie.

Gall Us TODAY!

service § to Inquire about Selling your Clean,
),/:””7 s Late Model, Yamaha Powered Boat
Rt113BoatSales.net 302.4361137

f&

===

- o
= —

- - |
tA ¥a

2016 Grady-White 205 Freedom 2020 Pursuit S288 Sport 2020 Cobia 240 CC
Yamaha FI50 w/ 183 Hours Twin Yamaha F300 w/ 94 Hours Twin Yamaha FIS0 w/ 184 Hours

2021 Trailer Included Trailer Included 2022 Trailer Included

Your Boat

Here!

2017 Mako Pro Skiff 19 CC 2019 Sportsman | Heritage C
Merc II5 Four Stroke Yamaha F300 w/ 77 Hours
Trailer Included No Trailer Included
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Species OCEAN cmr| DELAWARE
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Bluefish April 23 April 23
- Jay Werner Kevin Golden
<. Fenwick Ditch Surf
' 91b. 12 0z

8 Ibs. : ;
*ﬁ April 15
Allen Sklar

Assateague Surf
29 Ibs.

April 16

Craig Blocker
Lewes Canal
446 Ibs.

Tautog . ﬁhpnl 15

Scott Shoup

Ocean Structure
8.4 Ibs.

I

To report your catch, call the Coastal Fisherman at 410-213-2200 or email to coastalfisherman@comcast.net
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Michael Guiley of Mohnton, PA got up close and personal with some

tog in early April! He was fishing from Stinky Beach at the beginning of '
the incoming tide when he hooked this 18.25” keeper. He also released

one that measured just at 16” so it could grow a little more.

Come check out our BRAND NEW
gear for Men, Women, & Kids!

Bpn.mu HOUSE
4 I‘I

-Bo0= 1 F; T

INSHORE : OFFSHORE : BACK BAY
CRABBING SUPPLIES

HUGE SELECTION OF (@ v1/2H
— ROD REPAIR & LINE SPOOLING ——

SHOP ONLINE AT:

@ ricks_bait_tackle 2029459245 [l PURELUREFISHING.COM
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While Delmarva enjoyed a mild yet windy winter, some around town headed to warmer climates. JT Thompson joined Rod & Pam Taylor with
Andy Baxter for a trip to Walker’s Cay in the Bahamas. They fished on the “Fishticuffs” out of Sunset Marina (coincidence?) and JT managed this

nice bull dolphin.

Enjoy Our Famous

Scenic Cruises

 FAMILY FUN FOR A GREAT VALUE!
- BAIT INCLUDED & ROD RENTALS AVAILABLE
- GROUP DISCOUNTS & FREE PARKING!

L-Ept Bill Buntlng Angler Boat located at 312 Talbot brrt-“et
Emall us: theanglprm t.r:'grnalt COm 41U EEr} "4'7‘4

- PROFESSIONAL & EXPERIENCED TOURNAMENT WINNING CREW

- FULL BATHROOM, HOT SHOWER, SATELLITE TV & SOUND SYSTEM
- GREEN STICK FISHING TECHNOLOGY AVAILABLE

- FULL DAY TRIPS, OVERNIGHT TRIPS & MORE

- DOCKED AT SUNSET MARINA IN WEST OCEAN CITY

MARLIN
" MAHI

61' BLACKWELL

EAPTAIN EF{A{ PDPTEF 41@4581154

BOSSHOGGFISHIHG COM
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Whi!e the charter boat “Sprint Mix II” is back in the slip at the Ocean City - apt. cB un ds on t e charter boat “Fish Boun d” out of the Tafbot
Fishing Center for the summer, they took one last trip before they left gy oot pier reported over 20 double digit tog releases on his trips in early

Islamorada, FL. Capt. Chris Watkowski with mate Chase Porter had owner April, up to 18 Ibs. He suspected that the constant wind, rain and swell
Paul Lebling’s son Ace out for a mango snapper and lobster run in early April. oo 1o winter k ept these big ones down deep
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Scott Shoup and crew had a banner day on the charter boat Katychd ! " f :
Capt. Brent Wiest with mate Chris put the group onto 22 tog including Good weather was not abundant this spring, but Capt. Kane Bounds
a 8.4 Ib. blackfish that Scott caught earning him a DE Citation. Pictured on the “Fish Bound” found one of the few nice days to get his crew on
at Lewes Harbour Marina. some nice tog. This trip looks like a summer day!

ﬁu

SIHOURIMORNINGHRIE

v 00 AM BN 2N DON R eTEqT i

A B 00AMMIE00 P MW Ed &Y ri 7:30 pm to 9:00 pm thru end of July
28 Parker CC HOURAFTERNCONMRIP 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm Aug I-18

with 20+ Years Experience

on the Waters of Ocean City! -—-JTPF“,.NAM Jug &Thury

$56 ADULTS /530 I'III.IIHEH X
FLOUNDER °* ROCKFiSH _
BLUEFiSH * DRUM S L e Children 612 $10
TOG * SHEEPSHEAD (00AM - 3:00PM St &Mon} : Children 5 & Under FREE!

10 Houn ﬂilﬁf
7:00AM - 5:00PM Sltlirdiy | JJJ_.
$105 ADULTS//$50 CHILOREN. ICOCKTAILS)

6:30 pm to 8:00 pm Aug 19-Sept 5

'm

We're located at BAHIA MARINA!

2 &4 Hour
INSHORE TRIPS

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND

b . DAVE@ONTHERUNCHARTERS.COM P

410-251-9645 ¢ tickets ot Bahia M -
| M 22nd St. & Bay in Ocean City, MD _ 410.289.7438
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While their boat the “Kilo Charlie” sat on the hard in Ocean City, MD,
the crew headed south to Los Suefios, Costa Rica to tune up their game.
Here Jen Kinsley tangles with a sailfish, great shot!

.—;-L

NARLIN'TUNA_;S_ORDFISH DOLPHIN

""M
CAPT:MIKE BURT ﬂa\?ﬁmﬁ 1

——

4107268804 g

Fishing out of SunsetMarina Siip.C=17 %+ pumpinnardsporfishingcliarters.com
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Madison Myers has been tearing up the bluefish, pulling in some real
choppers from the suds at Herring Point. Mullet from Henlopen Bait &
Tackle has been doing the trick.

Jggyj C‘)m, 7 sy

gam _]2pm g ]Ppm. gpm
We're Fishing out of the North Indian River Marina from May thru Mid October

FREE ROD RENTAL FOR KIDS!
FREE BAIT » FREE FISH BAGS + FREE PARKING

7?4/’.—*;‘ j/fm’/f?/}'é;f

M.[L BOBAI

FULL DAY & HALF DAY TRIPS AVAILABLE
th HM"I'ERB ﬂm OF OCTOBER

LOCATED OFF OF RT. 1 AT NORTH INDIAN RIVER MARINA
JUST 5 MILES SOUTH OF DEWEY BEACH & 5 MILES NORTH OF BETHANY BEACH
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12913 OCEAN GATEWAY, WEST OCMD t:'JE'-*!E HOUS®
www.ocreels.org

“Tre sugport of Th

OCEAN CITY REEF
FOUNDATION

winch v imert uclio
INCLUDES VIP LUNCH BUFFET ‘fb
12pm - 2pm & PRIVATE AUCTION Zpm

OR AT THE FRONT DOOR ON THE DAY OF.

www.coastalfisherman.net

The weather this spring has not been a friend to Capt. Monty Hawkins on the

ST e )| Monty has been focusing on the Ocean City Reef Foundation’s reef building

T I c KET BUY TICKETS AT HOOPERS GIFT SHOP ANYTIME headboat “Morning Star”! This pretty fish was from a trip in March. Since then,

Your Instructor/Captain Mark Sampson, Author of *Modern Sharking®

Join CAPT. MARK SAMPSON ABOARD THE “FISH FINDER”
TO FISH FOR SHARKS, ASSIST IN SHARK RESEARCH & LEARN ABOUT
SHARK BEHAVIOR, mfunr.'mnam & CONSERVATION

effort as well as the upcoming fund raiser at Hooper’s Crab House on May 5th.

FULL& 1/2 DAY

SHARK
CHARTERS

MAY thru OCT.

410-726-7946 <~< BIGSHARKS.COM

COMPLETE & MAIL
THIS SUBSCRIPTION

FORM ALONG WITH
A CHECK FOR %85

ﬂl TO RECEIVE THE 21
WEEK PUBLICATION
OF THE COASTAL
FISHERMAN

DELIVERED
DIRECTLY TO YOUR

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION FORM

Address:

Phone:

Go Online to coastalfisherman.net & Select the “"MERCH" Tab

12748 Sunset Avenue » Ccean City, MD 21842
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-
GANYON RUNNER FISHING REPORT & COACHING SERVIGE

110 MEMBERITOURNAMENTIWINS'S10/MILLION/IN(WINNINGSSSTHEIRESULTSISEEAK(FORITHEMSEELVES!

Our Pro-Staff & Intel Support Team
Capt. Mark Hoos - "Marli” - Capt. Greg Mever - "Fishin' Frenzy” - Capt. Freddy Gamboa - "Andrea’s Toy"

Capt. Jeff Warford - "Wolipack” - Capt. Sean Welsh & Capt. Chris Huk - "Restless Lady 182"
Capt. Pete Doran - "Capt. B.C." & Capt. John Galvin - "El Diablo"

Rﬂﬂkﬂ@ﬁ'ﬂ EOGUSION Rﬂﬂ@%ﬂ]@[ﬂ@ ANDINSHORHTUNA!

We become your virtual Co-Captain, coordinating
every aspect of your trip, both before departure and
in real time while offshore

Ability for all team members to coordinate "Buddy
Boat” fishing teams while offshore

Our average member owns a 34’ center console and
fishes mid-shore and inshore 90% of the time -
therefore, this is @ major focus of ours

Access to multiple FREE members-only trips on the
Canyon Runner

Facebook Fishing Forum for all team members to
interact and share information & intel

24-7/365 direct and personal access to our Coaching
Team Captains

Members only VHF Channel

Dozens of 5-10 minute “how-to" rigging videos
Twice a week, in-season Zoom strategy calls & semi-
nars on current intel, planning & weather analysis
Discounts with multiple preferred vendors - fuel,
tackle, electronics & more

Inshore fishing reports, intel & assistance

Multiple real time reports via email & text

CR TRACKING SYSTEM - $5000+ in value for FREE.
One page/one website - every pro-staff boat and
member that wants to be tracked 24/7 in real time,
will ALL appear, along with a water temperature chart
system, www.windy.com, AIS commercial drag-

ger tracking system in real time, a weather warning
& avoidance system, engine warning system, fleet
monitor system, boat monitoring system and a fish-
ing log database.

Canyon Runner Captains available to fish on your
boat

Unlimited FREE access to major water temperature
chart service

FREE access to multiple weather updates and
monitoring

60+ training videos and 600+ pages of slides on a
wide range of topics

FREE VIRTUAL SEMINARS all Winter and Spring, live
and interactive

Fishing forum every single day of the season
Members will receive monthly prizes for reports,
sharing intel & top catches

INTRODUCING TRACKING, WEATHER, WATER TEMP. & WARNING SYSTEM

CATCH MORE

= SPEND LESS!
$9000+ INVALUE FREETO ALL MEMBERS

For Pricing or More Info - Please Call 732-272-4445 or email info@canyonrunner.com
***MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE 4 FREE SPREADER BARS WHEN SIGNED UP TO THE SERVICE!***
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Erik Dowell of Ocean City, MD slipped his kayak into the waters behind Assateague Island in late March to take advantage of a calm day. He
caught a handful of strlpers between 15-22 inches mid morning using a Roy Rig.

-@; FENWICK :&
OUTFITTE,,

. JISHING/QUTDOOR APPAREL & nccssggmss _

jl"t""'ﬂ.‘-‘ i

B S an e MEN'S & WOMEN'S -
E e . k TW?APPAREL xuw-"! -
e RAIN GEAR

BIBS/'EIAG ElliS l;.
5‘1.!"#’IIVI"«’H.*’E:fhli‘.th
FOOTWEAR 4%
SUNGLASSES
HATS

and MORE!

302-5B1-0169 | 101 Coastal Highway, Fenwick Island, DE 19944
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Lamont Hilbert took his boat “Seabum” out to the south Ocean City Bay Bryan Keith from Fenwick Island, DE caught a rare fish while in
and caught this 20” nicely spotted flounder and some shorty stripers on Islamorada, FL this winter. He snared this juvenile goliath grouper

a jig with Gulp. using live shrimp and shared the pic with Fenwick Tackle.

il %ff’ﬂffé?ﬂ 9{9:@'
STCROXY® o5 |

Live Fresh & Frozen Baits - Tackle - Waders - Marine Supplies
Clomming & Crabbing Supplies - Hunting Supplies

i .| T . I
I ial 3 | F 8] | = % I,I -I .1 b II i }1

7!

[ n A ‘
L i Dffshore Tackle
To SHELF DEALERFOR (@) SHIMANC Rods & Reels for Rods, Resls, Fishing Line, Lures & More

Ofhore, Surs Osean & rrestvaner T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, Hats & Stickers

Featuring -D - okuma —
Quality o | PR TCUC RO | -5 CALCUTTR surgosess Coin
Products CA AET T : ICEHOUSE LOGO APPAREL!

Email: lewesicehouse@gmail.com

Find us on
lewesicehousebaittackle.com ++ 18388 Coastal Highway, Unit #6 Lewes, DE nFﬂﬂebﬂﬂk g‘
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Welcome to the 2024 fishing
season! Hopefully it will
prove to be a great one for all
of us, with decent weather,
hungry fish and enough time
away from the responsible
side of life that we have
plenty of opportunities to
take full advantage of both.

A great thing about saltwater
fishing is that from year to
year it's always changing.
Species of fish that we've
caught for years just fade
away and are forgotten,
fish we never dreamed
we'd catch suddenly take
up residence in our own
backyards. Boats, tackle,
equipment, electronics and
everything else that helps
us do what we do evolves,
and so do we. Little by little,
season by season, we all get
older, things we couldn't
do as a child we're able to
do on a whim and then we
find that things we've done
most of our lives we can't
do anymore. Yeah - a lot
can change from one fishing
season to the next!

Fossil records have proven

SnarkyLi

by Capt. Mark Sampson

that throughout history
species either evolve to meet
changes in their environment
or they die. About the only
creature who has been
able to buck that bit of "the
natural order of things" has
been the horseshoe crab.
And who knows? In another
ten million years even
“they” might decide it's time
to crawl out of the water,
sprout wings and start living
in trees!

If you've been a reader of
this paper over the last
umpteen years you might
have noticed that there’s
been a column entitled
"Chum Lines", which, for
a lot of readers, would be
similar to the "Legals" section
of newspapers that folks
usually flip past in order
to find something that's
actually interesting to read
- like maybe the obituaries
or the horoscopes. Anyway,
Chum Lines was my column,
and over the years Larry the
editor has been kind enough
(or crazy enough) to allow
me to pretty much write

qx free
g\\anumﬂ‘

OLE CLOTHNG LINE INCLUDES:

OPEN DAILY!
8AM - 5PM

\'--..__‘_____________________'...--"

Wmﬁu =ilte Hmm >

about anything I wanted
trusting that I would at least
keep it somewhat related to
tishing, boats, gear, the ocean
and its creatures. And for the
most part I think I've kept
it within those guidelines.
But after all this time I think
I've finally milked all the
ideas out of what little bit
of gray matter is still left
to slosh about under my
tishing hat (I'm talking about
“brains" not hair) and so I
was leaning toward hanging
up the keyboard and for
the first time in a long-long
time not go through a season
worrying about deadlines,
dangling participles, and
what the heck I was going to
write about each week.

Then last fall a friend accused
me of being "snarky", which
at the time I thought was
some reference to the point
that I was a shark fisherman,
a few months later someone
else suggested that I had a
very "dry sense of humor"
prompting me to look up the
definition of both "dry sense
of humor" and "snarky" just

HOOK'EM & COOK'EM OUTFITTERS

WIDE SELECTION or GEAR
FOR ALL YOUR OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Large Seledion of Fresh & Sabwater Tadkde

m‘:ﬂﬁﬂ "‘“ﬁ" (Do - Mty
L P

e el

i 1 Feeio "h.. |

2025396243 T T T P g

B8 HOOKEMCOOKEMOUTFITTERS.COM -+ 34444 Coastal Hwy. at York Beach Mallin S. Bethany Beach, DE

www.coastalfisherman.net
to get a better idea of what
I've been accused of, and
here's what I found:

Snarky - critical or mocking
in an indirect or sarcastic
way.

Dry Sense of Humor - Subtle
and sometimes not easily
understood humor that
works with the power of
wordplay and is known for
its nuances and intellectual
wit.

So I don't know about the
whole “intellectual” part,
but I'm not going to argue
with the rest of it. I'll admit
that "maybe" my humor is
not exactly dripping with
slapstick comedy, but I think
it's funny, and if someone else
doesn't then maybe they're
not "intellectual" enough to
get the joke. So ha-ha!

Anyway, getting back to my
column: As I've burned out
my brain trying to come up
with new ways to tell people
about how tonavigate a boat,
maintain a fishing reel, catch
bait, hook a shark, clean
a tackle box, understand
a regulation, freeze a fish,
and all the other how-to
topics I've expounded upon
over the years, I thought I'd
change things up this season
and put my dry sense of

fi

FRESH
SALTWATER FISHING
HUNTING
SURF FISHING
BEACH GOODS
& MORE!

SHIMANO

TOP SHELF DEALER
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snarky humor to the test by
writing about the lighter side
of the fishing and boating
scene.

So Chum Lines is now
officially =~ "Snarky Lines"
and I guess I should warn
everyone that this column
will indeed be very dry,
snarky, politically incorrect,
and some of it just plain
ridiculous. So if you don't
think something is funny it
might be because I'm actually
mocking you or a group
you're a part of, and if you
just don't understand what
I'm saying maybe you should
have paid more attention in
school because apparently
you're just not "intellectual"
enough to understand the
joke.

It has become one very
upside down and crazy
world out there and I think
that to survive the times we
all need less to worry about
and more to laugh at. So as the

MID-ATLANTIC

seasonunfoldsThopetodomy
part to save the planet by not
only examining local fishing
activities from some very
unique angles, but also share
my own warped insights on
every group of anybody who
has anything to do with the
water, including recreational
fishermen, charter captains,
commercial fishermen, boat

renters, locals, tourists,
environmentalists, windmill
people, marine scientists,

PWC operators (of course),
salt lifers, kayakers, they/
thems, tournament people
and any other coalition of
folks who make a blip on
my boat's radar screen. In
fact, when we get close to the
end of the season, if I haven't
referenced a group you're a
part of please let me know
so I can do so before the last
issue, I wouldn't want to
deprive anyone of a good
snarking. Snark season starts
next week - see ya then! §
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Someone has to be first, and this year it was Chris Taylor who landed
the first black drum of the 2024 season on 3/31! He definitely put in the
work for the title as he fished Assateague for 3 straight days from 10AM
to 4:30PM. This one hit on sand fleas with orange Flshbltes

FULL-SERVICE YACHT DEALER

With |

12734 Sunset Avenue
Ocean City, MD 21842

on board, we give you the freedom
to focus on the more important things in life.

We have your back from your first day on the water to the last -
and every day in between.

7076 Bembe Beach Road
Annapolis, MD 21403

INT

www.intrinsicyacht.com
o: (410) 263-9288

14020 Augustine Herman Hwy
Georgetown, MD 21930
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37th Annual

OCEAN CITY

flsliiﬂg t:enter TUNA

Visit us at OCFISHING.COM TOURNAMENT
o a——— -
WRECKER BOCEAN CITY GIRL

58 FT. CUSTOM CAROLINA 58 FT. GILLIKIN 57 FT. BLACKWELL 50 FT. RAY DAVIS
Capt. Steve Pfeiffer Capt. Chris Little Capt. Bob Layton Capt. Jeff Stewart

BAIT & TACKLE SHOP
GIFTS & APPAREL

GAME CHANGER} OC GUDESERVCE | GET SUM

38 FT. SONNY BRIGGS 29 FT. SEAVEE 26 FT. CUSTOM
Capt. John Yost Capt. John Prather Capt. Nick Clemente

Located on Route 50 & Inlet Isle Lane at the foot of the
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TURNIN' FINS FINATIC § SPRING MIX II ALL IN
46 FT. OCEAN YACHT 43 FT. VIKING 43 FT. WILLIS 42 FT. JERSEY DAWN
Capt. Jake Shaffer Capt. Mark Malamphy Capt. Chris Watkowski Capt. David Midgett

A Beautiftul Marina
TS R Al el [ O with Pool, Bathhouse,
o T - B @ R Restaurant & Dock Bar

AY BEE MORNING ST AR ’ ..!;:: iehiliie r Please call ahead for

40 FT. CUSTOM YEAR ROUND HEADBOAT FISHING | Dockside Parking
HEADBOAT Capt. Monty Hawkins i <

> bridge « West OC, Maryland | 410.213.1121
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It was a big day in Key West for Bluewater Advisory’s Mark & Janet
Debinski this winter. Over their 2 day trip they caught 16 species,
including this red snapper as well as dozens of blackfin tuna with top
water lures.

Rod Taylor is all smiles with the blue marlin he caught and released

while fishing on the “Fishticuffs” out of Walkers Cay in the Bahamas.

He was fishing with his wife Pam, JT Thompson and Capt. Andy Baxter.
[ i ' r

BLUE MARLIN

99" Lower Jaw Fork Length
Mo Retention Limit

Z r =
WHITE MARLIN
66" Lower Jaw Fork Length
Mo Retention Limit

MNOTE: Blue Marlin, White Marlin and
Roundscale Marlin combined 250 Limit

DOLPHIN
MNe minimum Length
Boat Limit 54
Daily 10 per angler

SIZE &

3-200

T ié',:..'hhn

YELLOWFIN TUNA
27" Curved Fork Length
3 per person/day

BLUEFIN TUNA
27" to <47 curved fork length
2 per vessel/day or trip

47 to < 73" curved fork length
1 per vessel/day or trip

27" to <47" curved fork length
3 per Charter/day or trip
27" to <47" curved fork length
& per Headboat/day or trip

47 to = 73" curved fork length
2 per Headboat/day or trip

a il
S e
o 4

BIGEYE TUNA
277 Curved Fork Length
Mo Retention Limit

SWORDFISH
47" Lower Jaw Fork Length
1 per person / 4 per vessel (Rec)
1 per person / & per vessel (Charter)
1 per person / 15 per Headboat

e e
P T

SAILFISH
Minimum Length 53" * No Retention Limit

GOLDEN TILEFISH

Mo minimum * 8 per person/day

BLUELIME TILEFISH
5/1 - 10/31
3 per person (Recreational)
5 per parson Uninspected (Charter)
7 per person Inspacted (Charter)

WAHOO
Mo Minimum Length * 2 per person/day

SHARKS

AUTHORIZED
SPECIES

No Minimum Fork Length
Atlantic Sharpnose, Bonnethead
54" Minimum Fork Length
Atlantic Blacktip, Bull, Lemon, Nurse,
Spinner, Tiger, Blue, Common Thresher,
Oceanic Whitetip,Porbeagle, Finetooth,
Atlantic Blacknose
78" Minimum Fork Length
Great Hammerhead, 5calloped
Hammerhead, Smooth Hammerhead

MNOTE: Only 1 shark from the lists above
may be retained per vessal per trip. In
addition, 1 Atlantic Sharpnose,

1 Bonnethead and 1 Oceanic Whitetip
may be retained per person per trip.

If a hammerhead shark is retained,
no tunas, billfish or swordfish may
be retained.

PROHIBITED SHARKS

Atlantic Angel, Basking, Bigeye Sand Tiger,
Bigeye Sixgill, Bigeye Thresher, Bignose,
Caribbean Reef, Caribbean Sharpnose, Dusky,
Galapagos, Longfin Mako, Narrowtooth, Night,
Sandbar, 5and Tiger, Sevengill, Shertfin Mako,
Silky, Sixgill, Smalltail, Whale, White

Resources: eregulations.com & NOAA gov
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PARK PLACE PLAZA
Rt. 50, West Ocean City, MD
410.213.9220
BOARDWALK

Bewteen 2nd & 3rd Streets
Ocean City, MD
410.289.6500
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D
EISH

Welcome back to a new year
of fishing in Delaware! For
many, the winter has been
filled with hunting and repair
of rods, reels and tackle. For
others like myself, it was a
long drive south to warmer
weather and more fishing.
The water last week in DE
gave us temps in the low 50°s.
The bluefish are starting to
show up along with a few
rockfish. In the surf, the
black drum are beginning to
make their presence known.
Surf fishing is the best way
of catching quality fish, but a
few flounder have been taken
from both the inlet back bays
as well as the Lewes Canal.

Flounder &
Back Bay Areas

The Indian River Inlet is still

cold by normal standards
for this time of the year with
temps varying between 45
degrees on cold days to mid
50s on warmer, sunny days.
The flounder are spread out
and not easy to find. Curt
Reuter was up at the Lewes
Canal fishing for stripers and
caught the first flounder of
the year recorded at Lewes
Harbour Marina. Great job
Curt! A few flatfish have
been taken out of the bay with
many of those in the deeper
main channel of the inlet.
Alex Neiss fished the Lewes
Canal on Tuesday and found
his first limit of the year with
4 nice flatfish to bring home
for dinner. Craig Blocker
from Laurel fished the Lewes
Canal and caught a fat 4.46
Ib. fluke using squid. Craig

£

_FENWICK:
T & TACKLE

101 Coastal Hwy. in Fenwick Island, DE 13344

302.539.7166

FENWICK ISLAND’S

PREMIER BAIT & TACKLE SHOP
— NOSHLES TAX! —

=

FOR ALL YOUR APPAREL NEEDS; CHECK OUT
OUR NEW SISTER STORE “FENWICK OUTFITTERS” RIGHT NEXT DOOR!

said he was warming up for
the LHM Canal Tournament
coming up on May 17th.

Summer flounder has new
regulations for 2024. From
now until May 31 flounder
must be a minimum 16”.
From June 1st through
December 31 the new
minimum will be 17.5”.

Surf Fishing

The ocean continues to warm
daily with spring's rising
temps bringing with it some
of the biggest bluefish we’ve
seen in years.

The annual migration of
black drum up the Delaware
Bay is definitely underway.
The fish will remain here for
about one month to spawn
before returning to the ocean.
This is the perfect time of the
year to target these fish along
our coast as they move to the
breeding grounds. Fresh surf
clams, sand fleas, cut bunker,
and even squid can be used
to entice these fish into biting
a hook. Many of these fish
are the smaller ones ranging
from 10 Ibs. up to around 50
Ibs. They arrive before the
true breeders of 50 to 100
pounders show up in the bay.
A plethora of these fish are
just past the first breakers, so
a long cast is not necessary
to catch one. Sliding sinkers
and circle hooks in the 6/0-
10/0 size are most effective.
Early morning and late
afternoon are the best times,
but fish can be caught at all
times during the day and
night. Charles Ritter was out
with his wife, Mildred Reyes-
Ritter, fishing the beach when
his wife caught her first fish
of the season. This was a 27”
black drum which fell victim
to a fresh piece of surf clam.
The fish was returned to the
ocean to be caught another
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day. The next one will
surely end up in the frying
pan! Later that week she
did return to the beach and
landed a whopper of a fish
measuring 44”. However,
this one was a striper, and
due to current regulations
had to be returned to the
water.  Chase Haugh was
also on the beach fishing and
was rewarded with a nice
little drum just perfect for
the fryer. He stated he was
used to this size showing up
a little later in the month but
was happy for one he could
bring home for dinner. He
returned to the beach later
in the week and took second
place to Mildred's 44"
rockfish pulling a 40 incher
from the surf. The fish was
safely returned to swim
another day. Jackson Lewis
checked in with Delmarva
Surf Fishing showing off
his nice black. The fish was
caught on sand fleas early in
the morning. Josh Barfield
got the monkey off his back
when he pulled in a nice
chunky drum off the Cape on
Sunday morning. Freddiet
Salty was out Tuesday and
caught his first black of the
year. The angler used fresh
clams to capture the fish on
3Rs beach. Richie Turner
was out with his pops and
caught a nice drum to warm
up his cold day of fishing.
Matt Dammeyer has been
putting in the work and was
rewarded with 3 drum and
a few puffer fish. 3Rs gave
up a nice rockfish to Spencer
Unger of Bethany Beach.
The fish was over slot and
returned safely .

Wreck & Reef Fishing

Lewes Harbour Marina has
been abuzz lately with boats
returning from their maiden
voyages of the year filled
with nice tog and bluefish.
The “Katydid” had anglers
John  Gunecht, Howard
Goldstein, Bos Brownstein,
Scott Shoup, Arron Hurd
and Al Maahs using white
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leggers to fish for tog on
nearshore structure.  The
group brought back 23 fish to
the LHM table to be cleaned
for dinner. Billy and Bruce
Mister fished and caught
their limit of tog on Tuesday.
Great job guys. Shawn Ali
and Damon Manley used
white leggers and green crab
to bring home their limit of
blackfish. Captain Brent and
mate Chris put their charter
on the fish bringing home 21
tog. Ben Cavalier caught and
released a 9.2 1b. 21” citation
tautog. Great job not only
catching such a trophy size
fish but also in releasing it
to spawn future generations.
Lewes Tog Club angler Jim
Osborne caught a nice limit
of fish on Wednesday. Bruce
Carlton and Billy Mister
joined Jim, and between
the three of them caught 39
fish with 16 keepers. That's
quite the haul of fish but not
uncommon for this group.
Charlie Hughes used a 3 oz.
Bird Dog tog jig to catch his
personal best tog on a near
shore wreck. Ted Proseus
along with Brad Stauch and
Dante Williams all ended up
as well with personal best
tog catches. The fish were
11.6, 7.6, and 7.7 lbs. Great
job guys!

Crabs & Clam

Crabbing has been up and
down the last couple of
weeks with 4 pot hauls of 24
crab, 30 crab, 20 crab, and the
last pull was 30 crab and most
were large or jumbo males.
Water is still a little cold but
crabbing is picking up. Not
many people are wading out
for clams yet but I did hear
of one angler who braved it
and returned with 50+ clams
in 2 hours. The clams are still
deep in the mud and will
need warmer weather before
they are close enough to the
top to easily rake up.

Till next week,
Tight lines and fins up §
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Big Factory & Decler DiSCOUNtS i srock zoars omy
@ PURSUIT from24-45F

HHRHEHHHE PERFHRHAHEE THAT IS BHIIT WITH !HEEHITI’ N A REHHEHEHT BEYOND COMPARE

X 1DEZ4E 'IN STDCK"

C(')BIA

ZAT”FEM@EZE

RHH Shallaw mﬂ'l a Big Boat Ride Fm 22 27 ﬂ‘

2400 TRS OPEN
‘i.’i-'*

G&E)COBALT BOATS
Bmenence Extraordinary From 24 - 35 ﬂ‘.

R6 OUTBOARD

52 CEMETAFEY RD., SELBYVILLE DE = 302.436.1737

Visit us at RiiiadBoaitSales.net
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| Zanﬁtreets, Ocean Clty, Mbmﬂ

FISHING & HUNTING LICENSES
NON ETHENOL GAS
FUEL - GAS & DIESEL - BOAT RAMP
BAIT & TACKLE (LIVE, FRESH & FROZEN)
PUMP OUT STATION
FISH CLEANING AVAILABLE
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34 Annual 31st Annual 19TH Annual

Blues SAps S Il ShOnan's Flounder
for D.U. PoorGirlsOpen pgounder

' 410-289-7438

BahiaMarina.com s¢¢¢ fish@bahiamarina.com
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54' Chesapeake | 43' Ocean Yacht
Capt. Buddy Whetzel | = isi Capt. Robert Grimes
301-325-0420 | % 443-864-7681

.,—_ -

!, Hidtﬂtitllnu 717-615-0644
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\
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Capt. Troy Collins ClP% Steve Martin Capt. Mike Hutchins Capt. Wayne Anderson
301-928-7620 732-735-0922 443-871-7354 443-880-7516

20’ Sea Ox
Capt. Dave Caffrey Capt. Tony Battista Capt. Cole Evans
410-251-9645 443-235-9696 410-708-4139

Times Vary A WEEK!
Call us for , Y 3| 8:00AM - 11:00AM
Details! - vet b NPT EAS S | 12:00PM - 3:00PM
410.289.7438 | o~ 4:00PM - 7:00PM

BahlaMarma.com fish@bahiamarina.com ¢« 410.289.7438

Departure _TQR_TUG& 7 DAYS
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Josh Schwemiein
Ocean Structure

Species 2024 2023 2024
Bluefish i :
‘k April 19 Apri 19
Aiden Sparano ave voore
Black Drum ﬁ .
March 31 Apnil 3 Jeff Ec?s};r?kilde
Chris Taylor Jeremy Zinn “Full Service”
il Assateague 145th Street, OC 1
“"‘ Baltimore Canyon
July 4 May 29
Gabriella Kendus Ttue CrEw
- Faithful Steward el
Baltimore Canyon
Summer Flounder :
o * April 8 March 27
Paul Musser Jr. Dakota Bittner
o Thorofare Thorofare
May 15 May 6
Mike DePalma Sr. Chris Kroh
Great Eastern Reef Kilroy
> | Poorman’s Canyon |
Sheepshead May 5 May 6
Anthony Carrieri B;:lilrlj‘#g:;d
gisiiod e Poorman's Canyon
Strigied Ruse January 3 April 15 Juge 16
_ \é%» Brian Reynolds Shaun Flaherty .,wré?::‘erﬁ
Rt. 90 Bridge Rt. 50 Bridge  Poorman’s Canyon
January 31 June 1

Steve Sylvester
“Talkin’ Trash”

Norfolk Canyon
liing 9 White Marlin June 2
Josh Short __ JoeHuk

Baltimore Canyon

To report your catch, call the Coastal Fisherman at 410-213-2200 or email to coastalfisherman@comcast.net
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You can't say that the Delaware Moblle Surf Fisherman’s (DMS) director ].R. Griffith does not walk the walk. He fought off a cool Apnl day to
catch this nice black drum and a keeper 29” striper from the suds on Beach Plum Island, DE. Sand fleas did the trick for both.

. '_’_‘“”“"‘ DIEHARD MARINE & RV BATTERIES IN STOCK'

L AUTO PARTS|—
=9y (BETHANY
i MARINESUPPLlEs—l

li Find us on |
Facebook h

13 Atlantic Ave.on Rt. 26 « Ocean View, DE - 302.539.0555 - email: bethanyautoparts@gmall.com

= =t
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Broiled Rockfish
with Lemony Potatoes,
Olives and Mint

Ingredients:

1 pound small red new potatoes,
halved or quartered if large

2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive
oil
Y2 teaspoon dried oregano

Salt and freshly ground pepper
to taste

1 teaspoon lemon zest
1 tablespoon lemon juice
1 small garlic clove, minced

12 ounces rockfish cut into 2
portions

1 tablespoon fresh mint leaves

6 to 8 pitted Kalamata or gaeta

olives, halved lengthwise Directions:

2 %5 ounces baby spinach Cook the Potatoes:

1 ounce feta, crumbled Preheat oven to 450°F with a

OPEN DALLY!

11am-8pm

LOCATE at the OCEAN CITY OUTLETS in WEST OCEAN CITY
12741 Ocean Gateway #980, OCMD e« 410.213.2231

rack in the upper and lower
third of the oven. Place a
sturdy baking sheet in the oven
while it preheats. In a medium
bowl, toss the potatoes with 172
tablespoons oil, oregano, and a
pinch of salt and pepper. Spread
on the hot baking sheet and
roast on the lower rack until
tender and lightly browned, 15
to 20 minutes.

Make the dressing;:

In the same bowl, combine the
lemon zest and juice, garlic,
and 2 tablespoons oil. Season
with salt and pepper.

Cook the Fish:

Remove the pan with the
potatoes from the oven and
switch the oven to broil. Season
the fish with salt and pepper
and drizzle lightly with oil
Move some of the potatoes to
make space and add the fish and
olives to the baking sheet in the
empty spaces. Transfer to the
upper rack, and broil until fish
flakes easily around the edges,
3 to 5 minutes depending on
the thickness. Transfer the fish
to plates.

Finish and Serve:

Add the spinach to the potatoes,
toss with half of the dressing,
and broil just until wilted, about
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30 seconds. Serve alongside the
tish and drizzle with remaining
dressing. Sprinkle with feta and
mint.

Extra Creamy Lobster
Mac and Cheese

Ingredients:

8 ounces lobster meat cooked,
chopped, about 2 cups *see
notes

16 ounces dry pasta cavatappi,
penne or shells

1/3 cup butter
1/3 cup flour
1 teaspoon onion powder

2 teaspoon
powder

dry mustard

Y2 teaspoon salt or to taste
Y4 teaspoon Old Bay Seasoning

Y4 teaspoon black pepper to
taste

2 ¥ cups milk
Y2 cup light cream
2 cups sharp cheddar shredded

1 % cups Gruyere -cheese
shredded, or swiss, mozzarella,
or havarti cheese

Y2 cup fresh parmesan cheese
shredded

Topping:
Y2 cup bread crumbs
2 tablespoons butter melted

2 tablespoons parmesan cheese
grated

1 teaspoon parsley chopped
Directions:

Preheat oven to 400°F. Grease a
9x13 pan.

Combine topping ingredients
in a small bowl. Set aside.

Cook pasta al dente according
to package directions. Drain
and run under cold water and
set aside.

While pasta is cooking, melt
butter over medium heat in
a saucepan. Stir in flour and
seasonings and cook 2 minutes.

Combine milk and cream. Add
to the flour mixture a little
bit at a time whisking in after
each addition. The mixture will
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be veryhghick- at first but will
smooth out as you continue
adding liquid.

Once all of the liquid is added,
bring the mixture to a boil.
Reduce heat and simmer 1-2
minutes or until thickened
while whisking.

Remove from heat and stir in
the cheeses whisking until the
sauce is smooth and melted.

Combine the sauce and the
pasta. Gently stir in half of the
lobster meat and spread into
the prepared pan.

Add remaining lobster meat
on top and sprinkle with the
topping mixture.

Bake 20-25 minutes or until
bubbly and topping is browned.
Do not overcook.

Notes:

This recipe uses cooked lobster
meat. Use tails or a whole
lobster if you prefer. You can
cook just tails by broiling them
(broiled lobster tail recipe here)
or boiling in water below. Two
to three small tails should be
enough but you can add extra
if you'd like.

Easy Blackened Tautog

Ingredients:

1 tautog fillet (80z)

2 tablespoons butter

Y2 teaspoon salt

1 teaspoon paprika

1 teaspoon black pepper
Pinch of cumin

1 teaspoon thyme or oregano

1 teaspoon garlic powder
2 lemon

Directions:

Rinse fillet in cold water and
pat dry with paper towels.

Mix spices in a small bowl and
cover the fish entirely.

Heat butter on the skillet (it
has to be very hot) and place
fish in it. Cook for 4 minutes on
one side and than for another 3
minutes on another side.

Move to the plate and squeeze
some lemon on top and serve.

Notes:

Do not move fish during
cooking otherwise it may stick
to the skillet.

You can check the internal
temperature my sticking meat
thermometer into the thickest
part of the fish. It should read
145 degrees Fahrenheit when
fully cooked.

Top fish with chopped green
onions, lemon slices, chopped
cilantro or parsley.

If you want to slice the fish,
move it to the cutting board and
slice into equal pieces using a
sharp knife.

Stuffed Flounder

Ingredients:

1 pound flounder fillets
8 ounces crab meat

4 saltine crackers

Y4 teaspoon paprika, plus more
for dusting

Y4 teaspoon garlic powder
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Y4  teaspoon Worcestershire
sauce

1egg

2 tablespoons mayonnaise

1 lemon

2 tablespoons butter

1%2 teaspoons kosher salt,
divided

Directions:

Preheat the oven to 350 F.

Crush the saltine crackers by
putting them in a plastic bag
and hitting them with a rolling
pin. Pour the crackers into
a bowl. Add Vi teaspoon of
paprika, Y2 teaspoon of salt, and

garlic powder, and stir with a
fork. Add the Worcestershire
sauce, egg, and mayonnaise,
and stir.

Cut the lemon in half and juice
one of the halves. Measure 1
teaspoon of juice and add to the
cracker mixture. Combine with
a fork. Cut the other lemon half
into 4 wedges for serving.

Drain the crab meat and pick
through it, removing any shell
or cartilage. Add to the cracker
mixture.

Melt the Dbutter in the
microwave. Brush about Y2 of
the melted butter on the inside

of a 9x13-inch baking dish.

SURA

Frsh ish + Steamed Shrimp & Clams - Oysters
Crahcakes * Platters - Sandwiches - Wraps & More!

Corner of Ris. 50 & 589 - Next to Raceway Citgo 11247 Ocean Gtwy - Berlin, MD 21811

G

—
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Season each side of the flounder
evenly with the remaining salt.
Spoon the crab mixture evenly
on top of the flounder fillets.
Roll and place in the baking
dish seam-side down. Pour
any remaining melted butter
over the flounder. Sprinkle the
top with paprika (optional, but
makes it look pretty).

Bake for 20 to 25 minutes,
until the interior temperature
registers 140 F with a probe
thermometer and the flounder
flakes easily with a fork.

Serve with a squeeze of lemon.

Crab Dip
Maryland Style

Ingredients:

8 ounces full-fat brick cream
cheese, softened to room
temperature

1/4 cup mayonnaise
1/2 cup sour cream

1%4 cups shredded cheddar
cheese, divided

1/2 teaspoon ground mustard

1 teaspoon lemon juice

1 and 3/4 teaspoons Old Bay
seasoning

2  teaspoons Worcestershire

sauce
1 pound fresh lump crab meat

Optional - 2 dashes of hot sauce
(or to taste)

Directions:
Preheat oven to 375°F (191°C).

In a large mixing bowl using a
handheld or stand mixer fitted
with a paddle attachment, beat
the cream cheese on medium-
high speed until smooth and
creamy, about 1 minute.

Add the mayonnaise, sour
cream, 1 cup cheddar cheese,
ground  mustard, lemon
juice, Old Bay seasoning,
Worcestershire  sauce, and
hot sauce (if using). Beat on
medium-high speed  until
combined. Using a spoon or
silicone spatula, gently fold in
the lump crab meat. If you used
hot sauce, taste, then add more
hot sauce if desired.
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Transfer to a 9-inch (or slightly
larger) baking pan, pie dish, or
oven-safe skillet. Sprinkle with
remaining 1/4 cup of cheddar
cheese.

Bake for 25 minutes or until hot
and bubbly around the edges.

Serve warm.

Cover and store leftovers in the
refrigerator for up to 5 days.
Reheat in the microwave or
in a 350°F oven until warmed
throughout. §

/4

el (oriets.

Soorn!

(RAB CAKES. CHEESESTEAKS. CHICKEN STEAKS. WRAPS, (RAB DIP;
MARYLAND (RAB SOUP: ITALIAN (OLD CUTS. MEATBALL SUBS. BURGERS.
FRIED OYSTERS., SALADS, MACARONI SALAD. COLESLAW &: MORE!

12103 Sunset Avenue, Suite 7 in West Ocean City ( Next to the Coastal Fisherman!) o o 443.754.4514

West 0C's

nmumm Flsnermenl

Delivery Availahle to your Boat Sli
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= SLIP RENTALS —

25' & Lower S 600 per year
26' up to 40’ S 700 per year
Commercial Boats S 900 per year

Gas Diesel, Food & Drinks
onthe Ol ESAPEAKE BAY

Located in Rumbley, Maryland

Iﬂpen ﬁ]ﬂ
10192024
&mnlr Season

VISTUS AL
p\tondpub com N N

25763 Rumbley Rd. - 410.6511110




www.coastalfisherman.net

e =

« 7 Automatic Printing Presse
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* 100,000 Promotional Items
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Buying local a difference!
Call today Lo speak wilhour qualified sales neprescntatives
BUU-JJB-S Ib.j on the Maryland side of the Fenwick Ditch. He saw some birds working an area and tossed in a 5/8 oz.
ey Y jig head with a 5”7 pearl Zman minnow on a 20 Ib. fluorocarbon leader into the action. After catching some
www.RedSunCustom.com schoolie rocks he landed this keeper.
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LOCATIONS

TO SERVE ALL YOUR
BAIT & TACKLE NEEDS!

“LITTLE YELLOW SHACK”
1622 SAVANNAH ROAD, LEWES, DE
302.645.8106

— — — 3--FII==IIII|'I|||fIIlr; J.-Lm”
il g

e i"

g

) Since 1915 i
!

:il‘)':lll Water Tally |

ol -
ABES ¢ i i

| ——— Ny W BB (1 1) 434 ¢ L
oy wememtR L “BIG YELLOW SHACK”
Y O ) el 18334 COASTAL HWY, LEWES, DE
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st Street - OC Boardwalk White Markin Mall - West OC Find us on ~_email us at:
410-289-5054 410-213-0314 SR ) ibizz555@gmail.com
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Charlie Donohue w1th Frank Levins slipped down from Ocean City to Clearwater, FL to try some Florida west coast fishing. They headed out

with “Real Coast” charter and hit the king mackerel hard. Charlie’s was the largest at 40 Ibs. They used live bait the size of ballyhoo, free lining
with 2 hooks.
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F’ACTL‘Z’JD DIRECT for Beretta, Benelli, Franchi, Sako,
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SHOTGUNS + RIFLES - HANDGUNS - AMMO

I ADDV’C TDANDIAI

LANNI 9 INHUIU TUo|
“<====GUNS & ACCESSQRIES

Visit us at LARRYSTRADINGPOST.COM
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YOUR CONCEALED CARRY

HEADQI.IAR'I'ERS

500 HANDGUNS IN STOCK!

GET YOUR

SUPPRESSORS
NOW!

with wait times as little as
1 week or less!

Rates have improved since recent highs...

ACT NOW!

__-‘-‘-‘—-‘-_-‘-—‘-""‘-Iq.
a PAY.CAPLTAL

- Great Time to Purchase a Home

- 3% Down to $726,200
- Great Time to Refinance before Rates Inch Up Higher

Current Programs Available

30 & 15 Year
J. Allan Hossick
VP Loan Origination Fixed Rates

Bay Capital Mortgage Corporation : ) < | _*'I g /1
Phone: 301.455.7900 = ,jjf c$7€a'( e i 30 (6
shossick@baycapitalmortgage.com ‘*I'“y" ﬂJ %5’5 ?‘{MM ﬁwmﬁf/ﬁ‘ ﬁl&'
www.baycapitalmortgage.com/JAllanHossick.htmil

2553 Housley Rd. #200 » Annapolis, MD 21401 /’ emall friedmans@comcast.net « Iarrystradlngpﬂﬂt.cum
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"BOSS HOGG™ | 61" BLACKWELL "Blue Runner” 50" | HATTERAS \[C-BOYS™ 57" | DEAN JOHNSON
Capt. Brian Porter & Capt. Alex Beane = 410.458.1164 Capt MARK BOWEN = 240.694.8352 Capl. Luke Blume = 410.251.1889

“GRANDE PEL" | 54 JARRETT BAY “THENATURAL™47" | DAYTONA ~ 'MARLI"58' | RICHIE HOWELL
Capt’s Pat Svehla & Ryan J. Freese '» 610.633.8866 -~ : Capt. Rich Gallagher « 301.704 7231 : ~ . Capt Mark Hoos. . 410.456.7765

“TROUBLEMAKER” | 57" DEAN JOHNSON “WHITE LIGHTNING” | 61 LIGHTNING = “THE ZIPPER" | 47 BUDDY DAVIS
Capt Kayvan Bahrami = 410.310.6961 “ Capt HithaelSal.rrm = J57.377.9655 CapL Tip & Eddie Zajdel = 4439864968 « 4439661762

“HALL PASS™ | 37' VIKING “Reel Oppor-Tuna-Ty" | 40" LUHRS "SPLITBILL™ | 38 HENRIQUES
Capt. George Hall » 301.481.5513 Capt Ken & Adam Thompsan = 210.913.0181 Capt's Casey Anderson & Andy Butler = §10.633.8944

aves from FISHERMAN'S MARINA next to SUNSEF Leaves from FISHERMAN'S MARINA nevt to SUIRSET Lagves from FISHERMAN'S MARTNA nuxt tn SUNSE]

finid vs oo facebook
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“FISH ON" 48" | VIKING

“CHRISTINE MARIE™ | 61" VIKING “FIN RAZR” 41" | REGULATOR
Capt Andrew Dotterweich = &78.372 BA18

Capt Brian Behe = 240.876.9054 Capt Doug Smetana = 302.379.1629

“PRIMARY SEARCH" | 54 CUSTOM CAROLINA “PUMPIN HARD" | 58" BLACKWELL "REEL CHAOS™ | 60" GUTHRIE
Capt. Anthony Matarese = 609.685.0704

Capt Austin Ensor = 443.392 4524 Capt Mike Burt » 410,726 8804

Sunset Marina is the PREMIER destination for all things

¥
sportfishing in Ocean City and considered the best on SU l‘f‘lalchik VIARINA
the entire EAST COAST. Grab your buddies, book your %-7%&
dates, and fill those coolers with tuna steaks, mabhi filets, _.

wahoo, shark and more.

Call for Booking: Home to Atlantic Tackle, Provisions Marine Supply, Sunset Grille, The Shark & More
410.213.9600 12911 Sunset Ave, Ocean City, MD | OcSunsetMarina.com
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No matter the activity, the
start of any season always
brings excitement and a fury
of preparation activities to all
involved. The beginning of our
fishing and boating season is
around the corner and hopefully
April showers and wind will give
way to better fishing weather.

When it comes to seasons,
nature’s creatures have their
own season and migratory
schedules. Recently, there has
been a lot of activity regarding
the North Atlantic Right Whales
(NARW). Most vessels 65 feet
or longer must travel at 10
knots or less in certain locations
(called Seasonal Management
Areas) along the U.S. East Coast
at certain times of the year.
This reduced speed lowers the
threat of vessel collisions with
endangered right whales. The
government is serious about
enforcing this speed limit. NOAA
has assessed $950,306 in civil
penalties for vessels exceeding
these regulations across 56 cases
in 2022 and 2023. In addition
to these cases, other speeding
violations are being actively
investigated and may be subject
to potential civil penalties by
NOAA.

NOAA is currently proposing
to amend these restrictions to
include smaller 35 to 65 foot
vessels and stretch from the
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coast out to 100 miles in some
areas. The zones cover almost
the entire length of the Atlantic
seaboard, from Massachusetts
to Florida. This is a big concern
for people who boat and
fish recreationally, but also
commercial transportation and
fishing along the east coast.

One group is proposing that
the government implement
a different solution using
technology combined intomarine
electronics that can protect the
Right Whales. A diverse group
of marine industry stakeholders
have established the Whale and
Vessel Safety (WAVS) Task Force.
This panel of experts will work to
identify, develop and implement
technology and monitoring tools
to mitigate the risk of vessel

strikes to marine mammals,
with special attention to North
Atlantic Right Whales.

In the near future, infrared
cameras, drones, forward-
facing sonar and even radar,
calibrated to detect the spray
from whale spouts, might also
be brought to bear. Whale-
mounted AIS trackers were
suggested as an idea earlier last
year, but they are now deemed
unlikely given that trackers
placed in a whale’s fin can get
infected.

“The marine industry is
committed to working with
NOAA and industry partners to
reduce the risk of vessel strikes
on NARW and other marine
mammals through the wuse
and development of scalable,
quantifiable technology-
based solutions,” said John
DePersenaire,  Director  of
Government  Affairs and
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Sustainability for the Viking
Yacht Company.

“Management of the NARW
has proven difficult for resource
managers, and the marine
community is stepping forward
to help meet that challenge.”

WAVS Task Force members
represent a broad spectrum
of concerned independent
stakeholders with backgrounds
in marine mammal monitoring
and detection, spatial risk
analysis, marine electronics,
marine biology, data analysis
and telemetry. Group members
are committed to a collaborative
approach to provide answers
for ongoing and future
challenges in an ever-changing
environment.

The National Oceanic and
Atmospheric =~ Administration
(NOAA) recently hosted a
workshop in Arlington, VA,
where the Whale and Vessel
Safety Task Force and other
stakeholders  demonstrated
technological advancements
that can reduce vessel strikes of
the critically endangered North
Atlantic Right Whale. NOAA
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managers, WAVS members,
marine industry stakeholders,
researchers and conservationists
came together in great numbers
for two days with a common
goal: protect the NARW through
science, technology, and
communication. The workshop
was the first time that experts in
the marine industry and other
industries outside of marine
conservation were invited to the
table together and in a significant
way.

“Technology and tools already
exist. They just need to be
harnessed and fully utilized and
much more can be implemented
in the near future,” says WAVS
Taskforce Chairman  John
DePersenaire. “Utilizing marine
electronics commonly installed
on a broad range of vessels
is critical to receiving and
transmitting NARW information
to reduce vessel strikes,” says
DePersenaire. “Thermal imaging
technology =~ coupled  with
artificial intelligence software,
for instance, will allow mariners
to identify whales directly on
their ~multi-function display
and notify others through
communication tools such as

GRUNDENS

RéVO

Men’s & Women’s Fishing & Lifestyle Apparel

AIS (Automatic Identification
System).”

A momentous change in the
NOAA regulations will affect
all of us who are involved
with coastal waters. Please
get involved and help ensure
our voices are heard by the
lawmakers.

Just around the corner: If you
can spare the time to help to
advocate for our industry, the
American Boating Congress is a
3-day event in Washington DC
focusing on boating advocacy,
hosted by the National Marine
Manufacturers Association.
This annual event is hosted by
approximately 20 other boating
recreation organizations. This
conference is a time to learn
about issues facing the boating
and fishing industry. And most
importantly a time for the
recreational boating industry
to educate decision-makers
on Capitol Hill, this year’s
event is May 8-10, 2024 at the
InterContinental Washington,
D.C.—The Wharf 801 Wharf St
SW, Washington, D.C. 20024

https:/ /www.nmma.org/
advocacy/take-action/abc §

WWW.TACKLEUP.NET

100 GARFIELD PKWY STORE #6, BETHANY BEACH, DE

Email us: tackleupgear@gmail.com 302.470.3613
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Summer Fun starts with the purchase of a
2024 SUNCHASER Pontoon Boat

powered by 4-Stroke
‘ Yamaha Outboards

Check out our \

Special Savings & Promotions on
In Stock SUNCHASER Pontoon Boats
powered by Yamaha Outboards

FINANCING AVAILABLE!

- k=
UG

zmsunﬁnsurSport!SFimm 2024 SunChaser Sport 23 LR DH Tritoon
200 HP Yamaha 4-Stroke VF 200 SHO Yamaha 4-Stroke

YAMAHA 4-STROKES IN STOCK!
F90LB, F115LB, F115XB, F150LC, F150XC

¢ HARBOR FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SERVING OCEAM CITY SINCE 1977
e, Personal Service 2t a Year Round Full Service Marine Center
J" v) ¢ :
email: harbordlifacl.com

Trader & Boat Storoge by the Day, Wieek, Month or Seascnwith 247 Access
1273 EUNSET AVE. WEST OCEAN CITY, MD »» HARBORMARINEOC.COM »» 410-213-2296
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Our wild sprmg weather did not keep Aiden Sioarano of (_Zoa-tsvill-e,“PA

from hitting the beach on Assateague in mid April. He caught this 19”
bluefish on a mullet rig and earned the title for First Bluefish reported

to us in 2024!

www.coastalfisherman.net

While not particularly local, we like to highlight catching invasive
species! Bryson Andrew Youngblood from North East, MD landed this
massive 13.5 Ib. and 35” snakehead on a chatter-bait near the Aberdeen

Proving Grounds.

ARYLAND . DELAWARE - VIRGINIA
CITATION SIZES

Atlantic Spadefish
Black Drum

Black Sea Bass
Bluefish

Blue Marlin*
Cobia

Croaker

Dolphin

Flounder

Golden Tilefish
Kingfish (Northern Whiting)
King Mackerel
Red Drum*
Sailfish*
Sheepshead
Spanish Mackerel
Speckled Trout
Striped Bass
Tautog

24"
48"
20"
34"
Any Size
44"
18"
45"
24"
35"
14"
40"
36"
Any Size
20"
22"
24"
40"
24"

DE %k

50 Ibs. or 45"
3 |bs. or 17

12 |bs. or 29"

Any Size

45 Lbs. or 48"
3 lbs. or 19"

15 lbs. or 41"
7 Ibs. or 25"

35 Ibs. or 40"
1lb. or 13"

10 Ibs. or 26"

45"

8 |bs. or 22"
5 Ibs. or 22"
44"

7 Ibs. or 25"

VA

80 lbs. or 46"
5 Ibs.

16 Ibs. or 36"
Any Size
55 Ibs. or 50"
3 Ibs. or 20"
25 Ibs.

6 Ibs. or 26"
30 Ibs.
1.5 Ib. or 16"
20 Ibs.

10 Ibs. or 24"

4 |bs. or 26"

5 Ibs. or 24"
44"

9 Ibs. or 23"

Wahoo
Weakfish
White Marlin*

SHARK:

Blue Shark*
Hammerhead*
Thresher*
Tiger*
Swordfish

TUNA:

Longfin Albacore
False Albacore
Bigeye***
Bluefin***
Yellowfin***

ﬁn!!
24"
Any Size

Any Size
Any Size
80"
Any Size
47"

36"
24"
60"
557
50"

DE **
20 Ibs. or 50"

3 |bs. or 20"
Any Size

100 Ibs. or 66"
100 Ibs. or 66"
100 lbs. or 66"
100 Ibs. or 66"
Any Size

30 Ib. or 32"
12 Ibs. or 26"
70 Ibs. or 48"
100 Ibs. or 60"
70 Ibs. or 48"

VA
35 Ibs.

3u m
Any Size

T2
127
12"
72"
100 Ibs.

40 |bs.
32"
70 lbs.
100 Ibs. or 60"
70 Ibs.

* Only released fish are eligible in Maryland program
** DE - Lengths only apply to Live Release
*** Use curved-fork-length measurements

eregulations.com
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Hardware and
Sporting Goods

WE CARRY BERETTA, FRANCHI, CVA, STOEGER SPRINGFIELD BROWNING, 350 LEGEND
& 450 BUSHMASTER AND OTHER MANUFACTURERS OF SHOTGUNS & LONG GUNS

;ﬁ, OUR HANDGUN SELECTION INCLUDES GLOCK « COLT « SIG SAUER « KIMBER + TAURUS & MORE!

DHHHE
HUGE SELECTION OF LEUPOLD PURCHASE YOUR SCOPE HERE
REFORMULATED EVORTEROPTEE ./ HAVE IT MOUNTED AND BORE SIGHTED FREE!

She ©Leueon B
GASOLINE! & - e | HI.IHT_IHG&FI.‘..H.INGLI(ENSES e

; Z
XTRATUF (5774 ] YETI BLACKSTONE
RODS & REELS - FROZEN BAIT - FISHING TACKLE - LARGE SELECTION OF AMMO

DEER CORN - LUMBER &: BUILDING SUPPLIES - SCREEN REPAIR - GRILLS

MON - SAT 7AM-8PM / SUN 7AM - 6PM ese 30244 CEDAR NECK ROAD » OCEAN VIEW, DE ee¢ 3025391448
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APRIL

33rd Annual Capt. Zed’s Spring Flounder Tournament
April 26 - May 5 * Wachapreague, VA « 757-789-3222

MAY

Old Inlet Annual Spring Surf Fishing Tournament
May 4 + Old Inlet Bait & Tackle » 302-227-7974
Joe Morris Memorial Canal Flounder Tournament
May 17 « Lewes Harbour Marina « 302-645-6227
Cast for a Cure Team Surf Fishing Tournament
May 18 « Old Inlet Bait & Tackle « 302-227-7974
Battle for the Buckle’s

May 31 - June 2 + www.pbroceancity.com

JUNE
3rd Annual Blues for D.U.
June 7-9 « Bahia Marina « 410-289-7438
OC Smackdown Tuna Tournament
June 7-8 « Atlantic Tackle + 410-289-7438
3rd Annual Tuna & Tiaras Ladies Tuna Tournament
June 14-15 * Ocean City, MD » 410-212-7159
School’s Out Tuna Tournament
June 19-23 « Cape May, N] « 609-884-2400
9th Annual Indian River Kids Catch-All Tournament
June 21-23 « Indian River Marina « 302-227-3071
45th Annual OCMC Small Boat Tournament
June 22-23 + Ocean City Marin Club « 410-213-1613
6th Annual Fish N Paddle Saltwater Slam
Kayak Fishing Tournament
June 22-23 + Ocean City, MD = 410-868-5488

JULY
MidAtlantic Cup
July 4 « Cape May, NJ + 609-884-0177
42nd Annual Canyon Kick Off
July 5,6,7 * Ocean City Marlin Club + 410-213-1613
South Jersey Yacht Sales Offshore Showdown
July 10-13 + Cape May, NJ + 609-884-0177
36th Annual Ocean City Tuna Tournament
July 12-14 » Ocean City Fishing Center = 410-213-1613
Paradise Bay Tournament
TBD « ParadiseGrillDE.com » 410-213-1613
20th Annual Marlin Club Kid’s Classic
July 20-21 » Ocean City Marlin Club « 410-213-1613
Cape May Marlin Tournament
July 25-28 « Cape May, NJ « 609-884-0177
11th Annual HUK Big Fish Classic
July 26-28 « ‘Talbot Street Pier » 410-213-0325

2024 TOUBNAMENTS

www.coastalfisherman.net

AUGUST

Marlins for Mason
August 2-3 + Ocean City Fishing Center « 410-213-1613
16th Annual OCMC Franky Pettolina “Heels & Reels” Tournament
August 2-3 « Ocean City Marlin Club « 410-213-1613
17th Anmual Ocean Pines Chamber of Commerce Flounder Tournament
August 3 * Ocean Pines Yacht Club = 410-641-5306

51st Annual White Marlin Open
August 5-9 + Harbour Island Marina = 410-289-9229

Paradise Grill Flounder Pounder
TBD « Long Neck, DE * wwwIFlounderPounderOpen.com

31st Annual Capt. Steve Harman Poor Girl’s Open
August 15-17 » Bahia Marina « 410-289-7438

The MidAtlantic
August 19-23 « Cape May, N] & Ocean City, MD

SEPTEMBER

66th Annual OCMC Labor Day Tournament
TBD « OC Marlin Club + 410-213-1613

23rd Annual Ocean City Fishing Center Spot Tournament
September 14« OC Fishing Center * 410-213-1121
19th Annual Bahia Marina Flounder Pounder
September 8 ¢ Bahia Marina « 410-289-7438

Delaware Seashore Fall Surf Fishing Classic
September 28-29 « Old Inlet Bait & Tackle « 302-227-7974

OCTOBER

41st Annual Mid-Atlantic Surf Fishing Tournament
Oct 5-7 *» Ocean City, MD « 410-251-2203

8th Annual Ocean City Inshore Classic
Oct 5-6 + Adantic Tackle « 410-430-1016

DMS Invitational Surf Fishing Tournament
Oct 11-13 + Old Inlet Bait & Tackle » 302-227-7974

Lewes Harbour Marina Tautog Tournament
Late October - Late November * Lewes, DE * 302-645-6227

For complete tournament
coverage results, pick up the
Coastal Fisherman every week
from May through September or
log on to our website at
www.coastalfisherman.net
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What do you do if you love fishing and Ocean City, MD and it's winter? You head south with all your local gear! That is exactly what JT Thompson,
Capt. Rod Taylor, Pam Taylor and Capt. Andy Baxter did this year. They spent 4 days fishing on the “Fishticuffs” out of the Sunset Marina in
Walkers Cay, Bahamas. Notable catches included Pam releasing a blue marlin on day 2 and Rod releasing a blue on day 4. JT also boated a bull
dolphin. Props for representing local businesses - Tuna & Tiara’s Ladies Tuna Tournament, Pure Lure Gear, Atlantic Tackle and Duffie Boatworks!
Where is their Coastal Fisherman gear?

TOURNAMENT SERIES
— 2024 SCHEDULE —

-

*You do NOT have to be a Member to Participate in this Tournament

42nd ANNUAI <@ 16th ANNUAL
: {\ 20th ANNUAL
Canyon Kick OFF * \U/g\ KOt: . CLASSIC * Franky PETTOLINA
iD’s CLASSIC — &R A .
Registration: July 3, 6:30-8:00pm To benefit the Wish-A-Fish Foundation E_}—‘_'L‘!S — ”F_EES v ?IUFCNAMIZNT
FREE TO PAID OCMC BOAT MEMBERS Registration: July 19, 6:00-8:00pm O DENBE Seholatship Fand-

Fishing Days: (2 0f 3) July 5,6 &7 Fishing Days: (1 or 2 of 2) July 20 & 21 Registration: August 1, 6:00-8:00pm

Weigh-Ins: July 5,6 & 7 Weigh-Ins: July 20, 3:00-6:30pm and Fishing Days: (1 of 2) August2&3
5:00-7:30pm at Sunset Marina July 21, 3:00-6:00pm at Sunset Marina Weigh-Ins: August 2 & 3

NNUAL 5:30-7:30pm at Atlantic Tackle
45th A AMENT 44th ANNUAL

‘M’ CHaRLEs KrATZ & ScoTT SMITH

71, 6:30-8:00pm CHALLENGE CupP 66th ANNUAL

= LaBor DAy WHITE MARLIN
TOURNAMENT *

istration: June
Registratior J

. o) bl Registration: Sept. 11, 6:00-8:00pm
(1 of 2) June 22 & 25

Fishing Days: (2 of 3) Sept. 12,13 & 14
. oh-Ins: June 22 & 23, 3:00-6:30pm Weigh-Ins: NO WEIGH-INS This is strictly a TBD
\-’VE‘J.gh— ns: A release torunament. Catch reports will be
at Sunset Marinz turned in to the Marlin Club Office nightly
Sept. 12, 13 & 14, 6:00pm - 8:00pm

20240 CMAREIN'CLUB"CORPORATE'SPONSORS ™ =4

Ability Rehab Associates, PA.  Alason Electrical Contractors, Inc.  An Optical Galleria / Hook Optics  Atlantic General Hospital ~ Bank of Ocean City
Blazeguard  C&R Electric, Inc. C/W Building Services Carey Distributors  Casual Designs Furniture  Coastal Fisherman — Coastline Supply Company, Inc.
Consolidated Commercial Services Crab Alley  Decatur Diner  DickensonRoad LLC  EasternTitle & Settlement  FishinOC  FMB Laundry
Hall's HVAC  Henley Construction  Hooked on OC/Unscene Productions Hooper's Crab House McClung - Logan Equipment ~ Monkey's Trunk
Ocean City Fishing Center  Premier Flooring Installation  PT's Marine  Stanley & Richstone PA.  Steen & Associates  Sunset Marina
Sunset Provisions Tanks Direct  The FramingCenter ~ ThelnnatTurville Creek  The Windrow Group  Tipsy Tikis

OCMarlinClub.com 410.213.1613 info@ocmarlinclub.com (£ )

Fishing Days:
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A picture like this makes you forget about our windy spring weather! - = = R
Jules Mister found a nice day to catch this 20” tog on an ocean structure We don’t think Allen Sklar is happy unless he is knee deep in the surf.
using green crabs and chowder clams from Lewes Harbour Marina in ~ Always one to fish for drums early, he landed this 36” and 29 Ib. black
late April. drum using sand fleas at Assateague Island.
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p— . SHINOBI = STEALTH (In Japanese)

The "ONE™ that is quiet in nature yet strong in

£ _ performance with exceptional endurance. Suzuki
outboards have always been described in these terms,
= and now our engines’ outward appearance reflects
hese stan’dﬁ?ds__"nf our legendary lineup of engines.

= A A PRI - ~
"@l‘r{ﬁm' = o =5

s

5 YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY applies to qualifying purchases of Suzuki ottbeard moters sold and defivered to the retadl purchaser, for pleaswre [non-commencial) use only, from April 1, 2021 through March 31, 20323
See Suzuki Limited Warranty for additional details. Suzuki, the *5" logo, and Suzuki model and product names are Suzuki Trademarks or ®. @ 2024 Suruki Marine USA, LLC. Al rights reserved.
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REEINJADVENTURE
FISH LIKE A PRO!

VISIT OUR WEBS!TE .

EI"-?'"“.QEI
302.945.1200
LONGNECK;, DE

a F f =
Top 100 Boat Shorts Marine
Dealers in
North America!
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The Delaware Bay has been a hot spot this spring for drum and bluefish.
Ron Capone landed this black drum off of Broadkill Beach using green
crab from Lewes Harbour Marina.

THUR. MAY 2

FRI. MAY 3

Third Qtr. Moon

SAT. MAY 4

SUN. MAY 5

High 02:08 am
High 02:30 pm

High 03:16 am
High 03:42 pm

High 04:20 am
High 04:48 pm

High 05:16 am
High 05:46 pm

High 06:09 am
High 06:40 pm

High 06:59 am
High 07:32 pm

High 07:49 am
High 08:24 pm

High 08:38 am
High 09:15 pm

Low 08:30 am
Low 08:25 pm

Low 09:28 am
Low 09:34 pm

Low 10:24 am
Low 10:44 pm

Low 11:18 am
Low 11:50 pm

Low

Low 12:08 pm

Low 12:50 am
Low 12:56 pm

Low 01:45 am
Low 01:42 pm

Low 02:37 am
Low 02:27 pm

source: usharbors.com

Add 1.5 hours for bay tides at the Rt. 50 Bridge.
Indian River Inlet - add 25 minutes to high tide

Delaware Bay Entrance - subtract 1 hour 25 minutes to high tide
- subtract 45 minutes to low tide

Wachapreague, VA - add 4 minutes for high tide - 21 minutes for low tide

Quinby Inlet, VA - subtract 6 minutes for high tide

These tides are only meant to be a guide, as tides can be affected by storms and weather fronts,

3 &l

Craig Blocker from Laurel, DE set the bar for Heaviest Flounder in DE
so far this season with this 4.46 pounder. He pulled the fattie from the
Lewes Canal in mid April using squid.
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Donna Wilkerson-Gutridge found one of the few nice weather days in
mid April to get out to Assateague Island. She landed this 29” black
drum from the suds using sand fleas.
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Looks like Kevin Golden of Magnolia, DE may want to buy a bigger
cooler from Old Inlet Bait & Tackle! He had to curl this 9 Ib. 12 oz.
bluefish to fit and still needed room for his 17” flounder. Both caught
from the surf in DE.

WEY BEACH X

YAC

e T TR,

EASY IN & OUT SCHEDULING
ALL SEASON LONG THROUGH
THE DOCKWA BOATING APP ) @deweybeachyachtclub

WWW.DEWEYBEACHYACHTCLUB.COM

DRY RACK STORAGE —

IN & OUT FORKLIFT
SERVICES

SEASONAL BOAT SLIPS

JET SKI SLIPS

Dewey Beach Yacht'Cluib
¥ ¥ o o

TRANSIENT SLIPS
SHIP STORE

.........

MEMBER’S LOUNGE

Reservations

LAUNDRY & BATHROOM
FACILITIES

] Al s

@deweybeachyachtclub_
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VIRGINIA °

FEISHING REPORIT 5 Capt MattAbell

As springtime graces us with
breezes that challenge our
skills as anglers, the Eastern
Shore fishing scene blossoms
like a colorful daffodil. With
waters warming, sky’s clearing
and fish biting, it’s time to fuel
up the boat and cast a line to
enjoy the thing we love to do
in the place we love to do it!

One of the most sacred
duties for the Eastern Shore
sportsmen to partake in, is
the pursuit of seaside spring
flounder. This spring is no
exception, as anglers take to
the coastal bays and creeks in
search of fantastic flounder
fillets to fill a frying pan. The
feisty flatfish have been found
feeding onafalling tidein fairly
shallow depths of less than 15
feet of water. Top baits include
minnows, silversides, squid,
and Gulp (swimming mullet
or shrimp). We have had good
success with Sea Hawk rigs

VRG]

BLACK SEA BASS
13" minimum / 15 per person/day
May 15 - July &
August 9 - December 31

CROAKER
MNe minimum
50 per person/day All Year

STRIPED BASS
28-31"
1 per person/day
1/1-3/31 & 5/16-12/31

in colors of pearl, chartreuse,
and pink with emphasis on
pink and chartreuse. With all
the wind we have endured,
clean and clear water is the
most crucial component for a
successful seaside excursion.

The waters east of the ESVA
inlets have held some tasty
tuggers as well. The inshore
structure has had some keeper
tog taking crab and clam baits
dropped to the bottom on
sweeper style jigs. The suds
have offered up some fairly
good drumming, with blacks
upnorthtoAssateagueandreds
down towards Fishermen'’s
Island. The brawling bottom
feeders have been bought
on the beach with modified
tishfinder rigs and hi- low rigs
bearing baits of clam, fleas ,
and hard crab. There have also
been a few nice bluefish caught
on cut baits like mullet.

BLUEFISH

MNe minimum

3 per person/day or
5 per person/day headboat All Year

RED DRUM
18-256" minimum
3 per person/day All Year

ity
FLOUNDER

16" minimum
4 per person/day All Year

The Chesapeake has also
offered a rhythmic beat with
some shallow drum action.
Both black and reds have been
tempted with hard crab baits
soaked on fishfinder rigs.
Along with the drum a few
incidental and forbidden

trophies adorn with stripes

have stretched some line .

being released back to the
shallows of the sound.

The Pocomoke river is
still offering some pretty
productive panfishing.
Crappies and perch are
still bending rods and
providing smiles.w Jigs
tipped with small minnows
have lured these from the
black waters of the river
into the hot grease of the
pan. Bluecats are also
pulling drags of anglers,
fishing cut and even live
baits in the lower parts of

www.coastalfisherman.net

Some of these whisker laden
predators have buried scales
beyond the 20 pound mark, a
true river monster.

So rather you find yourself
drifting your favorite salty
seaside creek, standing in
the suds of the surf, or even
rowing down the river for
some fillets of perfection, grab
your family and friends and
enjoy this wonderful place we
call home! §
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the Eastern Shore rivers. /

BLACK DRUM
16" minimum
1 per parsen/day All Year

SHEEPSHEAD
Mo minimum
4 per person/day All Year

TAUTOG
16" minimum
4 per person/day
1/1-5M15 & 7/1-12N

NIA REGULATIONS

COBIA
40" minimum / Only 1=50"
1 per person/day * 2 per boat/day
6/15 - 9/15

S

=

SPECKLED TROUT

14" minimum
5 per person/day All Year

WEAKFISH
12" minimum
1 per person/day All Year

eregulations.com
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The Eastern Shore of Virginia has been a hot spot for flounder this
spring, always producing flounder weeks before the Maryland area.
Dawn spent the day on the “Megan Leigh” and netted several keepers,
including this spotted beauty.
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Brian Reynolds spent the first half of January with some friends on the
water! His efforts earned him the First Fish for 2024 for stripers with
this 29.5” in the slot beauty caught on January 3rd. He snagged this one
on a swim bait by the Rt. 90 Bridge.

MARINE CENTER
SEAFORD, DE 302+404+5471
CEDARCREEEMARNECERT G0 M

20676 Sussex HiHway-oN Rr. 13

H

" Serving the Chesapeake Bay to the Beach!” 3
2 GREAT LOCATIONS to SERVE YOU in SEAFORD & MILFORD!

www.cedarcreekmarina.com

o

; RH - : 100 Marina Lana + Slaughter Brach, BE “On The Delaware Bay”
‘ ; AP GUTEOATYS
@aﬂmhﬁummmmm&mna}&mﬂtﬂfﬂms. £ '-IJ‘ _ A ! 302.422.2040 i@;ﬂﬁ}}'ﬁ

'-:'.'.:I FLPFE & M

ALC

=

ns&és ﬁ'om - 36 ft.
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TournamentYachtSales.com

_ TOURNA"E"T 866-NEW-YACHT (866.639.9224)

=
A

-

EiMAndersos  CharieyPorsis  MarkPagano  Coton Cunsinshman
809745600 2522166291 561309786]  SELMBAIED

DONA LUCY - 2022 58' F&S Boatworks
Call Jimmy Fields

PIlEDATﬂR 2014 66 ' Viking
Call Joe Crawford

i

$1,475,000 =

AKNOT - 2008 62' Titan EL BENDIDO - 2004 61’ Blackwell BARRATUNA - 2008 53' Sculley 2022 42' Freeman

Call Jimmy Fields Call .ltmmy Fields Call Steve Hedrick Call Ronnie Fields
- o ,-_.r P : i~ : = 3 - B ; ) el .. <
$775,000 ,_ o= - 9970,000
2023 1 Sannlnter FULL CIRCLE - 1984 50’ Buddy Davis DAY BY DAY-2003 62 Ocean Yacht 1985 47' Hines-Farley
Call Colton Cunningham Call Jeff James Call Jimmy Fields Call Ronnie H!Ids

2019 35’ Boston Whaler THE 3 G's 2021 38' Fountain
Cﬂ%ﬁ;‘gﬂuﬂs :;ilg:n Call Chris Workmon Call Jeff James Call Adam Peeples

2010 36' Yellowfin MAMA LOVE - 1999 56’ Ocean Yachts 2003 38’ Fountain 200124’ Pursuit
Call Jimmy Fields Call Jeff James Call Terry Layton Call Terry Layton

Ocean City, MD - Palm Beach, FL. - Outer Banks, NC 090
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